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FEET "IJ 
PROTESTANT, 


Piſſenters Plot 


Diſcovered and Defeated : 
Being an ANS WER 


To the late Writings of ſeveral Eminent 


DISSEN TERS. 


WHEREIN 


Their Deſignes againſt the Eſtabliſhed 
CHURCHof ENGLAND, and the 
Unreaſonableneſs of SEPAR ATION 
are more fully manifeſted. 


By the Author of the 
Second part ofthe Þiſfow of Separation. 


2 Tim. 3. 13. Evil men and ſvducers ſhall wax worſe and worſe, 
deceiving and being deceived. 

a Tim. 3. 9. But they ſhall proceed no ſarther : for their folly ſhall 
be manijeft to all men. 
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| The Right Honourable 


| Edw.Seymour 
| ESQUIRE, 


| One of his Majeſties Moſt 
Honourable Privy Council. 
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PaAMong the Plagues 
- of Eeypt, we read, 


| ___-{moteall their bor- 
| ders with Frogs, which came 
into their Houſes' and Bed- 
A3 cham- 


The Epiflle Dedicatory 


chambers,and upon the Ser- 
vants ; and the Pſalmiſt ſays, 
into Kings Chambers too : 
and. v, 7, there were Magici- 
ans that did the like ny 
fhejr hrehwitments: 7 
are among ys a. great 1 num- 
ber of M, agi (. though I 
think. they are no great 
Conjurers ) who have filled 
the Land with ſuch noifome 
Creatures, I.mean ſuch fa- 
fiousand ſeditious Pamph- 
lets, as are croaking almoſt 
in every Houſe and Chame | 
Oe not. excepting that of | 

| : the 
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The Epill Dedicatory. 
| the Kings moſt -— vba 


| Privy Council. .One of them 


| lately faſtnedon the Hand of 
the Right Honourable the Earl of 
Hallifax, though I doubt not 
but with great indignation 
he ſhook it off; as St. Pau{did 
the Viper that. leapt on His 
hand, which fell into the fire 
ro its OWN deſtruCtion, with- 
out any hurt- to that great 
Perſon : yet the Reputation 
of that great Name which is 
prefixed, and the Charms 
wherewith the Triple-Au- 
thor recommends, it to the 
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unwar y Beople; 'ns i i it wers 
the LET hed of Gael which wil 
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hes ally unite us not dhaly 3 in a way 
the leaſt navel, and moſt. conſiſtent 
with the Civil, Eftabliſhment, Pp. I. 
of. the Preface, "may make 


thoſe ſpotted Creatures not | 


onely. tobe, taken' into the 
_ but theboſoms of too 
many, who. (as Experience 
teacheth us) have been al- 
ready ſtung with them as by 


ſo any Serpents. 


""F he Pamphler is intitled 
4 ' Reply to the Defence of Dr. Stil- 


ling- 
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 lingfleet; under whoſe name, 
neither the Defendor nor 
the Do&or, but the Fiſta- 
bliſhed Church- is directly 
ſtruek at : but' with'ſo little 
appearance of Truth or Rea- 
ſon, and ſuch apparent Ma- 
lice, that all the Evidetices 
which they produce: to ſpeak 
againſt the Church, flie in 
their own faces, and bear 
witneſs as much to the Re- 
putation of the Church, as 
to the confuſion of ſuch im=- 
placable Enemies 


When 


The Exiſle Defy, 
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. When, Mohomet. — i 
to the People that he would | 
do'A great Miracle, percei- | 
ved; that,after-all his Out- 

Cries the Mountain would | 
ngt.come:to him, he'was not 
alhamed-to g0 tothe Moun- | 
tain : but theſe-men being ſo 
bound up by the ſhame and 
fear of the People, that they 
dare not move towards the 
Mountain, are ſtill fo confi- 
dent as to perſwade the Peo- 
ple that the Mountain will 


yet come to them , and the 
Eſta=- 


The wm Dedicatiry 
| Eſtabliſhed. Church may be 
eatily reduced. to their in- 
conhiſtent Model. 


1 ſhall not endeavour to. 

prepollaſ your Honour with 
| the - tendency. of this De- 
| ſigne, nor the undue Arts. 
whereby they ſeck to eftect 
it ; Ihad ———_ it ſhould be 
read in their own Language 
than mine: I ſhall onely re-_ 
move -thoſe thin pretences 
whereby they ſeek to ob- 
trude it on credulous per=- 


ſons, by a few Animadver- 
fions ; 


Tbe my Dediatory. ; 
fions ; which if they _ ” | 
thought worthy of your | 
Honours approbation.T Nnoſt 
humbly intreat that they | 
may” be communicated to | 
that NobleFarl,whofe better | 
Employments' may not per- | 
mit him to ſearch out. thoſe | 
ſecret but miſchievous In- | 
trigues which are by ſuch | 
Pamphlets infinuated to the | 
minds of unwary People: 

And herein your great Inte= 
ority and ſucceſsful Acti- 
vity for the Eſtabliſhed Go» 
yvernment jn. Church and 
State, 


| The Fpſfy Dedgangg 
] State, have encouraged me 
| to hope for your Honours 


| Patronage; | which I:no 6- 
| therwiſe expec;thanthe me- 


rit of the Cauſe which] de- 
fend, and the honeſt Me=« 
| thodsuſed for its Vindicati- 
| tion,may deſerve. 


one, I hold my ſelf 
obliged in. Gratitude! to 
make a: publick. acknow-. 
ledgement of. the manifold: 
Benefits which this Populous 
City and the County adja- 
cent, do now enjoy by. your 
Ho- 
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The Epiile Dedicatny. 
Honours: gracious conde- 
ſcention to favour #s/With4 
Viſir- upon our: importunity 
in a rime of 'need; >: Fhoſe 
two great Bodies wete: be- 
conic peralytiolt by the lofs 
of « Chief Minifter of Jus 


{tice (Sir T, bonwt\CarewY with 
whom a great part of our | 
Loy Blond and Spitits ſee- | 
med-to- be- ethatſtet at | 

matty- Members dbjoyrited 7 | 
bur by pour powetfal 3 irefftt= | 
eiice' there was 4 new Fer= | 


mentation , and our Loyal 
Bloud' and Spirits began to 


Cir- 


citeeldte2"ahd every! Joya! 
| receiveUinew Vagour and Ai 
| Aivity, at eAvholk BYay/ 
| istethr a4] 4 Advetiele 
| habit: from whence was 
| that ſo many thoulanflswers | 


| animated to that Loyat Ad=- 
| dreFt5 HS SitFe8 Majeſty, 
| whichis not to be parallel'd 
| 8 #f btRer County of the 
| Nation , for Number or 
| Quality. The hands of our 
| Magiſtracy are ſ{trengthned, 

| the FaGons are weakned, 
| the Commonalty, and eſpe- 
| cially the Clergy, are encou- 


raged 


as _ ada HR nt, ACE 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


raged; in;their ſeveral Dus, | | 
ties: ; among whom none. | 
hath: a more gratefylReſents, | 
ment of ſuch publics. Bene=; 
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| of the "To of thei Book 


"3 .. af Nuthors name theit Pamplet, 
WS, 4 Reply , &c. though” they no. ©- 
9, therwile reply to the Defence of 

To Dr. Stillingfleer, than the Armies 
Qi railed by their Predeceſſours, did 

; | Kings Armies'; by whom 

1 being ſornetimes ſoutdly beaten, they ran away : 

1 and to ſupport ie free | Hears of of their People, boaſted 

] ofa Victory, a med to mock God with a 

1 day of Tanker, 

5 308 Authors having YO their Pamphlet, 
Reply to the efeuce” of Dr. Stillingfleet, as if 

: «ba were conſcious to themſelves that it would 

; not 1a that Title, .they adde, Being a _ ſ 

$ Plot for Union between the Protellants, mn oppoſe 

it 


4 tion:ta the Projett of others for Conjunttion wi 
| Church 
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Church of Rome. A Plot'then there is, by the 3 
Confeſſion of theſe men, but 1t i5 diſguiſed with 3 
the Maſque of a Counter-plot for m_ between | 
= Firs pro ys if we oh der wh Shs e 
I « | t 
9D ndt | 
bh Fo: THE ht table miſt | 
>a And this' Plot is in Oppoſition - 3 
the Project oY hers /* ConjupeZton ith the.E 
of Rome. Wit afe ord, ers'> -Dr:'SH; ; 
fleet and bis Defender, in oppoſition to whom = 8 
Reply is written. For as it hath been the fate of | 
the Church .m general. ta. NETS uſed ,of mating } 
to? y fps towards Rome ; 1o the Reverend Do- + | 
Ne Y theſe men, a hath | 
Hibura gnes3...1 ug þ.- FI Eat] 
hurch, 1 Ms PE op now i beret 
more open oF: With fagtl wrdYeR * 
(Diſſenters wanting Ar et aY "to. ona 


;Adverfaries; haye,mol | SPHPb- | 
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-Vigus. to all indifferent | 
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and Malice. 


This! 
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Ry. 
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the DISSENTERS Plt.. 3 
This Plot is carried 6a by the'Authors 1. Of the 


* modeſt andyeaceable Enquiry, ( i.e.) Stephen Lob. 
:- 2. Of the Reflections , (1. Ee. ) the C ountr,yiC onfor- 
3 mift ( or Johnan Oakes.) 3. Of the peaceable De- 
J fare, (ie) Mr. Humphries : A Trumvirate 


that are' riſen up to ſupply the Defects and Fai- 
lings of their falling Dictator, from whom they . 
have been inſtrutted to rail and threaten in Scri- 


3 pture-Language,'in the words of 4bner to Foab, 
. # Shall the Sword devour for ever 2 As if they thad 
7 duffered all 'thoſe !Extremities. which the: Sword 
3 could infli&. And do they not feem'to threaten 
Z by way of Revenge, thatat will be þitterneſs:iu 
7 thelatterew> And we cannot be ignorant what 
7 thavock they would make, \if they had ahead. fit 
{ for:their hands, which they tay, arcready for. the 


Work. The Preface is dedicated. ; 


. To the Right Hor ki the Earl of Halifax, 


It had been Preſumption nough, if theſe mer 
had publiſhed Juch-a-pernicious Pamphlet without 
Name or:Dedicyrion:: -but $6.encitle-ſo. great and 


- } judicious Perſonito-it, Owetbat i at che Netw in 
3 the adminiſtration of the greateſt Afﬀairs, ( as they 
5 obſerve;): to:which T.may. adde, One that is of 
2 hisMajeſtieemoſtHononrablePrivy:Councit;\an 
-4 eminent Member of that Church which they 
brs [ſekxo deflioy :.one Whom Dr. 1Burxet;''inithe 
7 Preface toitheTfecond:Pait ofithe ZiHtory of iRefor- 
* wHhatron, 2sthofneth ampngrherreatgt profmerbat 
Y « B 2 


this 
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this Age hath produced. Dam ſure (fays the Do- 2 
tor ) all that know him, will allow that '{ ſpeak mo- * 
deſtly of him. Now to think of proſtituting ſo * 
great Honour ſo well deſerved, and lay it in the 7 
duſt with themſelves ; to intereſs ſuch a perſon in 
ſuch a vile defigne, is an unpardonable infolence. 3 
They could not conceive, but that a perſon of 3 
that Honour and Integrity would abhor the mo- *? 
tion of deſtroying the Eſtabliſhed Church; and # 
that he wanted not, judgment to perceive, that 2 
this is the Dzſenters Deſigne, to perſwade him to !! 
be an Agent in pulling down that Church which 4 
( as Feruſalem once was ) is the Glory of the whole ' 
Earth; and toere&a Babel, which would render ' 
us a Reproach and Hiſſng to all Nations; when ſuch * 
an at would certainly bury him, as Sampſon was, : 
under the Ruines of that Fabrick. _. b 
The Heathen ſharply reproved ſuch Votaries | 
as invocated their Deities to proſper and protect * 
them in their Frauds and Robberics. | 


ooo $4. 
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MEE151 4 * Pulchra Laverna, | 
. Da mihi fallere, da juſtum ſanttumg; videri ; 
.Noftem peccatis, © fraudibus objice nubem. 


Lots gh 


LY. £4. 246u44 Faireſt Laverna, grant 
.That. Tmay rob and cheat, and yet appear a Saint. | 


| For. this was to repreſent their Gods: to be ſuch 3 
as themſelves. The. like is the affront offered to /! 
this noble Earl :for the plain Engliſh of the De- 3 
© | | dication, 3 
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7 dication, is this); Right Honourable, we deſire 
2 that your Noble Robes may be made a Cloak to 
# hide our TIgnoble Enterprizes: we have many 
2} hands ready toypull down the eſtabliſhed Church ; 
{ you will find a' Foundation laid, and Materials 
# made ready for another Model ; there is wanting 
3 onely the perfeling skill of ſome Maſter-builder, and 
4 then hands to work: And that the Earl might 
3 know they meant him, they tell him, the thing 
7 deſigned # ſo momentous, that it concerns States- 
3 men, ſuch as his Lordſhip s. They tell this Noble 
\} Earl, that he cannot fiddle; yet they would have 
7 him daxce after their Pipe; who Nero-like, have 
7 put the whole Nation into a Combuſtion, and 
; pleaſe themſelves with a dexterity in running di- 
7 wiſion as their ſweeteſt Muſick. They tell him 
2 alſo, that as Themiſtocles he can govern a State; 
Z but nota word of 7Themiſtocles his being baniſhed 
by an Oſtraciſm of thoſe malevolent Athenians, 
after all his ſtudy and labour to eſtabliſh them in 
{ Proſperity and Peace. They deſire his Lordſhip 
3 to Jook over onely the Preface and the laft half- 
3 ſheet of the book: And humbly beſeech his Lord- 
7 ſhip to read over the following Animadverſions 
3 on them. As for the Reply it ſelf, it is the Pro- 

vince of a more able _—_— who I doubt not will 
| chaſtize them more ſeverely than I have done : 
} but their own Conlſciences may do it above any 
14 other. They confeſs that they are conſcious that 
S the lame that they deſerve upon the account of their 
Dedication, is too much for one of them tp bear ; and 
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indeed too much for two or three ſuch Leadine-' 1 


men to incur : And whether they fucceed, or are” bf 
defeated, I onely pray that they may ſee their 3 
folly, and repent before it be too late. 4 


The Occafion of the Work. 


SR. 3 

\ 7 On have obliged me by the information you ® 

'Þ g#ve (though it be no news to) me, ta I 

much reproach is caſt on my back by ſome Diſlenters ; ® 
which I verily believe , becauſe much, hath been 
thrown in my face by the ſame hands: but I know 
0 reaſon why they are become my Enemies, ex- | 
cept it be pd telling them the truth, ( 2. e. ) for * 
charging ſome Leading-men among them with Hypo- © 
crifie, in pretending for Peace, and ating the con- || 
trary. And my fault ( you ſay) ts greatly aggra- | 
vated, from the Learning and Piety of their as _ 
and I am reduced to this Dilemma ; I muſt as pub- | 
lickly ask them pardon, as I have offended them; or | 
elſe I muſt make good proof of the Charge. IT confeſs | 
I wrote ſo much concerning Mr. B. in a Tratt called © 
The Nonconformiſts Plea impleaded ; and 1 7 
thought the proof there given had been undeniable : Þ 
yet being conſtrained by their importunate Clamours, | 
I have added what may amount to a Demonſtration. | 
He that ſhall read the Preface of The V ag pegs” ; 
. ; g k O R. 


% tmteDISSEN TERSPlr. 
J of the Primitige Lap, in arſiber ts Mr.B.s 


a.) 7 


St # Church-Hiſtory,” wiſe wha>cauſe there is Yo-ad. 
i mire hy Learning and Shicerity,\\as an Hiſtorian: 


2 and for his Pretie as'a Divine) Nhatiappears 'in the 
3 ſecond part of he Hiſtory df Separation : So:that 
3 7 ſhall ſay little of him herebut that he hath\[tued 
# to accompliſh the Preditions: of* ſome. Prophets'of-hus 
3 own parte, | related *by Mr. Bapihaw, P3T $2. 
3 ſays, That one worthy of crttirroldhim-thav the. 
#Z learned and judicious Mr.. Ferleſaid, Tt: had.been 
3 happy for the Charch of God;'if Mr. B.s:Enends 
3 had nevyerſent him'to School';” and that Mr\Gaiw- 
” 8 dry had the ſame opinion : And:that:another" pex- 
' & ſon, as knowing in the Myſtery of Godlinefs as either 
* 7 of them, told a Friend of his, That notwithſtandin 
} thenoiſeabout him, Mr. B.: would end inPle 
' 3 and Blond. At leaf? he ſhould dread his own'Pho- 
' & phetick fears of being a Fire-brand in'Hell, for bring 
Z a Fire-brand in the Church. - ' 7A 
The Scriptures make Peaceableneſs* a chief Mark 
of a holy man : Holineſs which, is- awainſt\Kovey:\s 
a ContradiQtion ; Mr. B's Preface fo 'Church-Di- 
viſions. But this holy man hath had- his hand'n- 
gainſt men of all degrees, Kings, Biſhops;Nobles, 
and Lay-Elders ; of all Perſwaſions, (yea,'even of 
his own) and hath felt theirs againſt him : Nor 
onely Anabaptiſts and Quakers, but againft the 
Aſſembly, againf# Dr. Owen, and Firmine, Bag- 
ſhaw, Kendal, Tombes, and Goodwin ; -'againit 
Dr. Tully , Mr. Cartwright of York ,” ayd{Þr. 
Hinkly ; again#? Biſhop Morley, Dr: Hammond, 
B 4 \ and 


” 
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and Dr. Pierce. - And as if al, \both Conformiſts 
and Nonconfarmiſts of the preſent Age, were too few © 
for him to encounter, he raiſeth the Shades of af the 


-Primitive Fathers and Governours of the Church ; | 


and fights again? them, to the wounding of Chriſti- {| 


anity it ſelf. - And at all this were too little, he || 


hath contradidted hi 


elf, in almoft as many things | 


as he hath all the reſt. This is that incomparable 


man, to whom neither Dr. ey, nor Biſho 


Jewel may he paralletd; whoſe Fudgment and Au- | 
thoritie 1s preferred above that of the Primitive | 
Fathers and Councils; and all his Proſelytes are © 
-ready Jurare in verba Magiftri, and think it rea- | 
ſonable that he ſhould preſcribe new Laws for the © 
Reformation not onely of the Church of England, but | 
of the Chriſtiat World. But enough hath been ſaid | 


 - of bim, even out of his own mouth. 


My preſent task is to ſhew that the Diſciples are * 
not much beneath their Maſter, in the Arts of lying, © 
p Slandering, and magnifying one another : which I | 
 bave choſen to do, from the Preface and Half-ſheet | 
annexed to a late Book called A Reply to the De- 7 
fence of Dr. St;Uling fleet, compoſed by the joynt la- ? 

boar of Mr. Lobb, Mr. Humphries, and the Coun- } 
_ *try-Conformiſt : From which it will appear to any ? 
but an Tgnoramus, or bigotted Zealot, by their * 
fallifying the Teſtimonies of our firft Reformers ; their | 


wreſting and miſapplying of Scripture ; their requi- 


ring ſuch terms of Concord as were never yet heard | 


of in the Chriſtian World ; their endeavours to ſub- 
' vert the eſtabliſhed Church, and on her Ruines to 
raiſe 
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4 raiſe a Babel for Indepfndent and Anabaptiſtical 
* Congregations ; their oppoſing the Office of Biſhops in 
EZ the hand of others, that they may take their power 
© and authority fo themſelves ; by theſe, and other 


| 


- RE fach Black Arts brought to the light in the following 


hk. Gs, ARS. A... 


7 Animadverſions, 7 doubt not but it will appear to 
3 every impartial Reader, that there is not onely ſe- 
$ cret Eypocrifie, but open Malice in their de w_ a- 
I gainff the Church of England as by Law eſta 


liſhed ; 


$a that theſe Dillenters will fand ſelf condemned, 
3 and both you and all impartial Readers will ae- 


 & quit 


Your humble Servant, - 


i 


— 


Of their Preface. 


He firſt care of the Prefacer, is to ſet a good 
face on a bad matter: The hearts (he 


3 fays) of the mot men at this preſent juntlure ( or 
7 at leaf? their faces) are ſet upon Union of the Pro- 
2 zeftants. Union isa thing ſoamiable, that every 
gy FaCtion, Popiſh, Presbyterian, and Independent, yea, 
3 the very Quakers pretend a Zeal forit : but every __ 
3 one would have all the reſt to unite on their own 
7 terms. Ofthis, King Charles ſpeaks excellently 


int 


io NoPROTESFAN.F, but *? 
in his. Chapter of Reformgtian :| Zhe, ſpeczous and 
Popular. Titles: of Chriſts Government, Throne, Sce.'F © 
pter.. and. Kingdom, ( which certainly is net divided, $., 
nor hath two faces, as their parties now. have at 
leaft). alſo. the noiſe of a thorough iReformation, may} 
as eafily be fixed on new Models, as fair Colours to ill 


favoured Figures. But the Union here deſigned,} - 
is the Z/nzon of. Proteſtants ; Which word ( as now} Pp 
yſed ). is of a. very uncertain. ſignification : for, Z , 
þ- 15. ſpeaking of Union among ſound Proteſtants,) #9 
he reckoneth not onely Epiſcopal, Presbyterian,p, 
and Congregational, but meer Anabaptiſts. Of + 
theſe he tells us, p. 18. /* were eafie to make it ap-| wy 


pear, that the differences among the Diſſenters in ge-® 
zeral ( which are a greater number than thoſe | 
before named ) about Worſhip and Diſcipline, are|! 
rather nominal than real; and that their Union is 
in a manner already accompliſhed. From this U-| 
nion certainly. the- Epiſcopal Party is excluded ;Þ 
yea, it 15 plain this Union is patcht up in oppoſi-| 
tion to them, under the odious repreſentation of ©, 
being Projefors for a Conjunition with the Church} " 
of Rome : And the whole deſigne of this Coun-F ;. 
ter-plot is to deſtroy the eſtabliſhed Government | y 
by Biſhops, and to eſtabliſh a frm and laſting 7/-| n 
ou among the Diſaers in general ; all ſound Pro-Þ 
teſtants, not Anabaptiſts oncly, but Quakers and | R 
Fifthmouarchy men. Nor can I wonder at this ,; 
Union, when one of theſe Diſerrers, in the name F ;, 
of his Brethren , pleaded that the Papiſts too | 
might partake of ſuch a Union mn the late Tole- F 41 
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ation: for thus fays The peaceable Defigner, in 


ZPapift, in our account, is but one ſort of Recuſants, 

& or Diſlenters Y and the conſcientious and peaceable 

Famong them mus? be held in the ſame predicament 

Ewith thoſe among our ſelves, that likewiſe refuſe to 

Fcome to Common prayer. ---- But as for the common 

2 Papift, who lives innocently in bis way, he is to us as 

-'Fother Separatiſts, and ſo comes under the like Tole- 

""Wration. By which we ſee, that the help of any 

# Party, Anabaptiſts or Papiſts, are acceptable to 

"Ythe Diſenters, when there is any probability of 
$ afflicting or deſtroying theeſtabliſhed Church. 

'Z But let us ſee what means are choſen to eſta- 

Z bliſh this firm and laſting Union. They fay, 4- 

3 mong the Conformiſts ſome ſeem to propoſe the execy- 

7 tion of the Penal Laws. This fatal blow is aimed 

Jat theReverend Dean : for, p39. they ſay, The 

i Doftor judgeth a ſevere execution of the Laws a- 

8 gainft Diſſenters, to be the mot effettual means to 

s obtain a firm aud laſting Union. But from ſuch, 
$ the Diſexters differ in opinion. Yet time was 
5 when the Penal Laws were thought too mild a 
2 puniſhment to be inflicted on the Epiſcopal Party, 
$ while the Diſſexters were in power : though they 
3 wanted the Authority, and as they call it, The 
3 Sword of the Laws, they made uſe of the Law of: 
$ the Sword againſt all ſuch as would not conform 
Z to them. Not unlike to the Donati/ts in St. Au- 
$ /ir's time, who complain'd of Periecution, when 
0 they were the Aggreſlors: . Nos ab armatis veſtris 


fuſtibug 


She firſt Edition of his Book, printed 1675. The. 


- 


_ Nate and profeſt Enemy of Chriſtianity was not « 


ed for any Tranſgteſſion. St. Aug. wrote an E- | 
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fuſtibus & ferro concidimur, & vos dicitis pati per-, 
fecutionem. In the days of Falian, the Donatiſts} 
had Indulgence and Countenance ; and then they | 
uſed his, as well as their own power, to affli&t the! 
Orthodox : 7rgentibus & preſentibus Epiſcopis 
veſtris perſecutionem diſponebat, as Optatus, p. 57. 
While Conſtantine was in the Throne, none peti-} 
tioned and pleaded for a Toleration- more than} 
the Donatiſts; but when Fulian was Emperour, 
and reſtored their Churches to them, that Apo- | 


fo fanguinary as they. St. Auguſtine was once of | +} 
the ſame opinion, that the Doxatiſts were not toi « 
be forced by the Imperial Laws; and he always & 
petitioned that they might not extend to death : , 
But when he perceived what great multitudes | 
they led on, to the deſtruftion of their Bodies, as | 
well as of their Spuls, he was of another Judge- | 
ment ; and argued ſtrongly for the execution of 

ſuch Laws as might reſtrain their Violence and 

Impiety. Clamate fi audetis puniantur Homicidia, 

puniautur Adulteria, ſola Sacrilegia volumus 4a re- 

grantium legibus impunita » How can. you fay, 

that Murther and Adultery ought to be puniſhed | 
by the Magiſtrate, but facrilegious Schiſms ought | 
to be permitted ? Or that it is not the duty of the \ 
Magiſtrate to contradi&t or puniſh you when ye | 
are injurious to his Church and Worſhip? It a! 
pretence of Conſcience may ſuperſede the execu: | 
tion of the Law, few Oſteaders would be puniſh: | 


a cw rw AA nwOcMOSDO OD RMmxq, 


piſtle | 
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Wpiſtle to Bonifaclus an Officer of the Emperours, 
Zwhich in his RetraQations , /b. 2. he calls Lz- 
Z Zrum de correftione Donatiſtarum ; wherein he af- 
Sſerts the power of the Magiſtrate to make coer- 
# Bcive Laws in the caſe of Religion. x. Becauſe 
7. the Kings that did it not under the Law, were 
-F blamed ; and ſuch as did it, are commended. 
ny >. Becauſe it is their duty as Kings: Aliter enins 
', & ſeruvit Deo qua Homo, aliter qua Rex : As a Man, 
-$ by living faithfully ; as a King,by executing with 
tf convenient rigour ſuch Laws as command things 
£f that are juſt, and forbid what is ,,, jc;, e (a the for 
ON contrary : for what man can Occumenical Council 
SY ay to Kings , Nolite carare in #7 of — ).% 
| regno veſtro a quo teneatur vel iniziaxO-: Rngrg- 
Sf loppmgnetur Ecclefia Domini no- *** Augx,Or- 

| þEs As if they ought not to. regard the Piety 
-& of men, as well as the ChaſtiMÞt women ; or. it 
fi} concerned them that there ſhould be no Baſtards, 
1 and not that there ſhould be no Idolaters or f4- 
» & crilegious perſons in their Kingdoms. : 3. Becauſe 
- & Kings may redreſs what others cannot, they ha- 
+ F viog the Sword given them to that end. And 
| & whereas the Donarfts objefted, Cui vim Chriftus 
3 zntulit 2 He anſwers, Our Lord firft invited 


E 3, 


* 3 Gueſts, and upon refuſal compelled them to his 
| uu Supper : : Wherefore if thoſe that are found 

-by the: Fighways and Hedges (i.e.) among He- 
-& reticks or Schiſmaticks, be coaftrained to the Lords 
& - Vineyard, let them not find fault that they. are 
4 driven by force, but” conſider whither they are 
4 BE riven, 


in. —_ 
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driven, even'to thoſe Paftares where they may! 


find true food and reſt to their Souls. 4. Becauſe 
the-Donatifts uſed unjuſt violence'to ſuppreſs :the 
Catholicks, Chriftian Princes might much more 
uſe their juſt power to ſupport ther: 'Cur woul 
Togeret Ecclefia perditos filios ut redirent, it per: 


Hitifilii coegerent alios ut pertrent 2. Epift.50. And 


Contra Parmen;ilib. x. 4» juſtior:eff privats wi) 
leutia quam Regza wiligentia 2 Au yerperam agitur! 
tinn/Reges iprohibentdrvifronem, © non cum Epiſcepil 


zvidunt wittatem > 1s 11t not fit 'for 'Kings to 


-make up Diyifions? And!is ir fitfor your Buthops! 
'to-dwvide'Unity 2 * But as the Royal Martyr ob-| 
ſerved, No mer wreyrone to be greater . Tyravts,! 
and more rigorous exattorswpon others to. conformtol] 
their legal Novelties, than .ſach whoſe pride was! 
Sn Velſtralifpofert to:the obedience of lawful-Con:y. 

tetions. We Wd not goias:tar as'Gerrun ito} 
confirrh this Obſervation, ' where: Cafteltio 5s 'ex:) 


-Peled -for'beingrof a contrary Judgment to Cal. 
2in-; ne is .pat-{todeatlyfor libelling dvim; -and 
thic-whole City divided byihis)'Quarrel wahiPe- 
trans, (bras they weretreadytorcur Throats {:Ser- 
Weds ao was by-theleaxndabornt ifor-Herdlic, 


fone iothens hhardlyieloaping;7/)But Tihave\nien-f 


-tmoned-theſe,-becante) therRigours and:Crutelties 
{ſedi here at home, areroordieihiin memory rhe 
forgotten: (Hear hs Nfajeſhies :complainr'bf 4 
zpreater. [Regourrand Barburity than evsy ued.h 
2Ehriſtians 0 Yhe '\meanefÞ:Prifontrs aud tear 
-Malefattors.; whom, thyanh” the Fuſtuce of the!Di 
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deprives of worlHty "confforts, "yer the Mercy of: Relb3- 
Uſe} p/0n allows. theta the Benefit o the'E lergie; (x wot 
he iming at once to afriy their Bodies ard. damy cheir 
Ire : Ko "FR. BZ.) 
1086 Now what: be bo iS there: who hath lived"to 
his Fathers Nie rifled and Tpoiled by Thieves 
nd Robbets, -Tornie'of Which bonnd the: od" ham). 
0-1 and others (riot thinking” themſelves [eeatey 
uy barbaroufly murtheted” him ,-and many of” his 

q chief Servants, and hardly perinitting His mtio- 
wo} cent Chifdferr ts eſtape with their lives: * Whit 
PS! Feifon, [ Yay, having Fen'alk this, and' being by a 

J High hand brotight oed- ain to the Inheritatice 
rs, bf his Fathets, can be blind by atly but*Fhieves 
Fand Robbers, if he: do dligen gory repair: U6fe 
my FBichthes which "thoſE miſchievous perſons? tage, 
J .and np up thoſe Avertes t his they entfed, 
Ward, nt 


ay! 


: Mu « } 


iT thz Neighbou Eton I pe Wa, 

\ ing for 0 anties, n tesby 

+ the” ps and-methvds: hs tht [Þredeteſ- 
; Dirs" had Ubne;" 'to%a&t'Yyer thei 6 "om 

Scene,” the remembrance \leteofFyct 

with Horrour > \Ttisis'the "Caſe X EINE 

"Kingdom : They" liivetnddegoodatid'whol me 

Taws to: aflolye' the On tions,"tb> p 

"the" privire "Meerings' ot Hons \bf mk: 

- Qed perfons, fo dijcover #hd defeat the 

"and perhaps-to punith'the Contriversvf thitir & 


cond 


| as > 2 wc 


>&l perſon, undergghapGovernment in the world 
haſe .men would..acquieſce ,. and live in obedi- 


od 


; truth, to.;be' the onely. Lo 

_ Majeſty hath. They Pld not: for themſelves Y, 
onely, That no people undei har 

al ws 155 than they; but for. their Predeceſſors, Mz 


aQually cngaged in; 8. Bloudy War againſt their 
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condRuine ; and who but a Conſpirator can call 
this Tyranny and Perſecution, and revile thoſe faith- 
ful Servants who keep Watch :and Ward to de-*? 
fend their own and their Soveraigns lives apainlt | 
ſuch as:declare themſelves their irreconcilable E- 
nemies? . Yet this is not the full Caſe of our Dif: | 
ſenters : They have had an At of Free Grace, | 
General Pardon and 0blivion ; they are admitted 
to the ſame Priviledges, and made capable of the | 
fame Prefermentsas any of his Majeſties Subjects : © 
They live under as good Laws, ascaſie a Govern- it ; 
ment, and: gracious Indulgences, as any Nation Wt 
under Heaven ;: yet are they alway murmuring 
and complaining, railing and threatning, combi. | 
ing and. aſſociating themſelves in ſeveral Parties, | 
+ they would once: more kl] and: ſlay, and ſeize 
the Inheritance. 1. would know of any difintereſ- 


ence, that are fo troubleſome under qr own ; or W; 
what Prince would with ſo much Lenity endure ſſo 
ſuch Afﬀronts as his. Majeſty hath done. I know, Ws 
that as. they pretend thay, they. are the Aſſertors.of WF 


- the ancient Government of the true; Proteſtant +, 


Church of England::.ſo. they, pretend. with equal =; 
al Subjects that his |, 


Heaven, have more Loy- o 


who,made the like Proteſtations when they were 


Sove; 
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Soveraign , and reje&ed all his Meſlages for 
E Peace. * Yet they have ſtarted another Paradox, 
"E(viz.) That they were the Conformiſts that began 
Four late Wars/ between themſelves. T with the 
* W Deſenters would' leave blowing the Trumpets, 
and gathering their Party in Conſults and Con- 
© venticles, and then we ſhould not fear a War from 
<d the Conformiſts. © IRE, 

ne Y But do the Diſexters indeed differ in Opinion 
S: from ſuch as are for the Penal Laws 2 Both Mr. 
N- 3 Baxter and Dr. Owen were ſometime of Opinion, 
N Ythat Penal Laws ought to be made and inflicted 


B for matters of Religion. Thus Mr. Baxter : Tou 
- muſt either tolerate all men to- do what they will 
S, make a matter of Conſcience or Religion, and then 
= ome may offer their Children in Satrifice to. the 
{- MW Devil, an ſome may think they} do God ſervice in 
3 8 :ling his Servants ; or elſe you mnFt tolerate no er- 
1- 


rour or fault in Religion , and then you mu$t ad- 
A Boiſe what meaſure of penalties you will inflict, p.363. 
© Bot Church-divifions. Dr. Owen is morelarge, in a 
V, Sermon to the Parliament, Oft.13.1652. when the 
f Factions oppoſed” Cromwel's Government. He 
r Ftells them of the Truf# repoſed by God in the Ru- 
ll ters, Fndges, Kings, and Magiſtrates of the C harch 
5 Wunder the Old Teſtament, in reference to the Ways 
S and Worſhip of God ; the proſecution and executton 
/- Wof the Laws of God concerning his Houſe and Ser- 
S, WH vice being committed to them. ---- And their negleft 
© 97 the diſcharge of their duty was then commonly at- 
tended with the Apoſtacy of the whole Church, and 
C great 
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great breakings forth of the Rgporien of the Lord.--.' 
The Lord hath promiſed that the Magiſtrates whom | 
he will give, own, and bleſs, ſhall put forth their | 
power, and act in that capacity wherein he hath pla- | 
ced you in the world for the good furtherance and 
by of the Truth and Church of Chrift ; they | 
ſhall protett them with their Power, feed them with 
their Subſtance , adorn them with their Favour and 
the Priviledges wherewith they-are intruſted ; they | 
ſhall break their forcibly oppreſſing Adverſaries.---- 
And ſpeaking of the Goſpel, he tays, /t will ;nte- | 
reſt any people in all the Promiſes that are made for 
the _ the Church tothreſh, break, deſtroy,bur- 
then, = conſume, and ſlay the Enemies thereof.---- 
And it is the duty of the Magiſtrate to prevent, ob- 
wiate, remove, take away every thing that will bring 
Confuſion, Deſtruition, and Deſolation on the people=-- 
In general Seditions, Tumults, Diſorders, in parti- | 
cular, violent, or fraudulent breakings in upon the 
rejpeftive bounds, priviledges, enjoyments of ſingular 
perſons. With much more to the ſame purpoſe: 
But now, as Plowden oblerved, the Cale is altered. 
P. 54. Dr. Owen determined, That in things of 
Prattice, and fo of Perſwafion, that are impious in 
themſelves, or in their Conſequents, the Plea of Con-., 
Sſetence is an aggravation of the Crime : if mens Con- 
ſciences are ſeared, and they are given up to a repro- 
bate mind, to do thoſe things that are not conveni- 
ent ; there is no doubt they ought to ſuffer ſuch pu- 
niſhment as to ſuch praftzces are aſſigned and ap- 
pointed. | 

Others 
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Others ( he fays Y infift on a Submiſſion to the 
= Biſhops of the Univerſal Church. This he im- 
putes to the Author of Dean Szi/ing fleet's De: 
ferice : Which how far he hath afferted, I ſhalt 
d i hot now enquire ; he is of ability to anſwer for 
Y F himſelf. Bur if the Determinations of an itiferi- 
2 our Claſlis of Presbyters,whoſe authority is cryed. 
d up to be of Divine Inftitution, be held authentick ; 
Y I fee not but the Deciſions of a General Council, if 
it might be had, would be much more obliga- 
tory. What ſound Proteſtant is there ( except 
r © ſome of your Anabaptiſts, that would deſtroy 
- & both Magyſtrate and Miniſter ) that hath not 4 
-- # great Reverence for the four firſt General Coun- 
- cils? And if our National Church be indepen- 
ZW dent on Forreign Churches, I fe not but' the 
-W& Rules and Canons preſctibed by a Convocation 
- WY of our Clergy, ought to be ſubmitted to by all 
e ſound Prorettants. The late Conformi/t , who 
r pleads the Cauſe of the Noycorformiſts, in his ſe- 
: W cond Plea, p. ro. acknowkdgetn, That the antient 
. Nonconformiſts dfſerted a Government and Diſci- 
fR pline of Divine Right by Prexþyterian Claſſes, Sy- 
, 


nods, and Lay-Elders, ant efteemed every Presby- 

tery as a Tribunal of Chriftf. And if they aſcribed 

BE fo much toevery inferiour Claſs, a National or 
b more general Comncil cannor be denied a juſt Au- 
; thority. | > 
But that T may come to' the grand Deſigne of 
the Piſſenters : The Prefacer begins very modeſt- 
ly : [will not preſume ( iays he ) on any thing pro- 
Cz poſed 
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poſed by us. Yet preſently,\as if the had found 
Mr. B.'s Onely Way of Concord, he ſhews us what 
will moſt efſettually conduce to unite us in a way the | 
leaſt novel, and moſt conſiſtent to the Ceuil Efabliſh- 
ment : Theſe are two good Strings to his Bow ; 
but there is a third better than both theſe, to wit, | 
The antient Conſtitution of our Government in Eccle- 
fraſtical Afﬀairs. It this String will agree with | 
their Bow, they have found out ſuch a threefold | 
Cord as Solomon ſpeaks of, that is not eafily bro- | 
ken. | 
'But as the Dziſſemters handle this Cord, it will 
appear to be as uſeleſs to their Deſigne, as a Rope 
of Sand. I begin, as they do, firſt to conſider | 
how agreeable their Deſigne is to the ancient 
Conſtitution of our Government about matters 
Eccleſiaſtical, which (as they fay ) is very ex- 
cellently deſcribed in {( the Book called ) Zhe ne- 
ceſſary Doftrine and Erudition of a Chriſtian-man, 
compoſed by ſeveral Biſhops and other great Doftors, 
and approved by Authority in the days yof King 
Henry the Eighth. The Diſſenters cannot have a 
greater Reverence for that Book than the Cpx- | 
formiſts have, as to: the Conſtitution of our 
Church. And to corroborare this Authority, 
they adde that of another excellent Book ( v3z. ) 
Dr. Burnet's Hiſtory of the Reformation ; for which, 
as they obſerve, the whole Kingdom have given the | 
Doftor thanks : And I ſhall think the worſe of | 
theſe Diſſenters, if they will not do the ſame. 
P. 16. From theſe Books they attempt to rs 
. : | tnat 
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that” the eftabliſhing 4 Parochial or C ongregational 
Church-Diſcipline ( the great thing which the 
Diſenters deſire ) may be done conſiſtently with the 
| ancient Conſtitution of the Gtvernment of this Realm, 
to the fixing the' deſired, firm, and laſting Union. 
- & P. ir. If thisappear, the Dsſſenters may well boaſt 
| that they are the Genuine Sons of the Church of. 
 & Enmrland, as it was ſetled by the firſt Retormers; 
| N. that they have been ( as they complain ) i 
afeprifeeed; as Enemies both to Church and State ; {1 
as if the adhering to old Proteſtant Principles about 4 
Church-Diſcipline had been the Overt AC of a 
Spirit ſeditious and phanatical, p. 17. To thele 
= two they have appealed for the truth of their Af- 
ſerfion; and TI hope they will -not ſhew them- 
ſelves ſuchdouble-minded men, as to be unſtable 
in all their ways, and not ſtand to the Evidence 
and Arbitration of theſe two Authorities produ-. 
ced by themſelves. And if the reducing of us.to. 
the ancient Conſtitution of Church-government 
and Diſcipline in this Realm, may fix the deſired, 
firm, and laſting- Union, it will be ſtill the Diſſen-. 
ters fault that we are not all agreed. 
In that Fudicious Traft 'tis manifeſt ( ſay the 
Digenters, p.2.) 


T. That Church-government is Jure Divino. 'Bc 
it ſo. | | 
2. That tothe conflituting ſuch a Church-govern- 
ment, thoſe Church Officers onely are neceſſary who 
are mentioned in the New Teſtament, This is alſo 
granted. p C 3 3.That 
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3. That in the New Teſtament there is mention 


made of no other Church Officers but Prieſts aud | 


Deacons. This is ſab judice. | 
4- That Biſhops or Prieſts, the ſole Governours 


of the Church, are of one and the ſame Order. This | 


allo is to be determined. 

To all this I ſhall oppoſe a ſhort Syllogiſn, 
VIZ. ks 934 77 5 
That Church-government which'is mentioned 


in the New Teſtament ( by the Compilers of 
the Neceſſary. Erudition ) 1s Fare Divino;....", 
- But the Church-government mentioned; 'Sc:. 


is by Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacans. 


Ergo, the Church government: by - Biſhops, 
Prieſts, and Deacons is J4re Divino, : accor-: 


ding to the Neceſſary Erudition...: ” 


It chanced that on reading this Preface, I had at. 
hand that ancient Book, printed jn Engliſh x 543. 


and ſet forth by the Kings Authority; as appears 
by the Preface. T had alſo a Tranſlation of the 
ſame Book into elegant Latine, printed the fol- 


lowing year, v2z. 15.44. * This Latine Book hath: 


a Preface more than-I find in the Engliſh, which 
ſcems to be compiled by the Archbiſhop and the. 
reſt of the reforming Clergy,' who give us this 
reaſon of the tranſlating it into Latine : Qzam 7n- 
Ritutionem ( Leftor Carifſme)) Iufrifſmi ſrmal 
Religofiffimi Principis induſtris - primum vernaculo 
ſermone editam, nos nunc in Latinum wverſam in lu- 
cem damus ; Quod indignum duximus ut hoc pacif 
$ | LR Cantte 
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cande Ecclefie\ fludinin , & exemplum quo Regia 

* Majeſtas' immortalem fibi gloriam promerita eft in 
= obſcuro lateret, ac non:potius orbi univerſo, quo ca- 
teri Principes ad fimilem componende Religjonis 2e- 
lum excitentur \inneteſceret : ( 1. e.) Which Eru- 
Z dition firſt publiſhed in Engliſh by the induſtry 
of our moſt illuſtrious and religious Prince, we 
now publith in Latine ; as thinking it an unwor- ' 
# thy thing, that the care and good example of pa- 

g cifying the Church, whereby his Majeſty hath de- 

Pades Chor glory, ſhould he hid, and not be 

known to the world, to ſtir up other Princes to 
the like Zeal. L 
| . From whence -I deſire the Reader to obſerve, 
{ that this Book being ſet forth a year after the Eng- 
iſh one, and being ſomewhat. explained and in- 
larged, as intended to inform'the Forreign Chur:- 
ches with the-matter and order of our Reforma- 
tion, is of the two-the more exact and perfect, as 
containing their ſecond thoughts and final reſolu- 
tions. The place quoted out of that Book , is 
that which concerns The Sacrament of Orders; 
which ( fay they) are given of God to Chriſtian 
men by the Conſecration and Impoſition of the Bi- 
ſhops hands, And doubtleſs King Henry would 
have been very much in wrath with any that 
ſhould have denied the Order of Biſhops to be Sa- 
cramental, when by their hands, and by a power 
S given them of God, as. is there aſſerted, other Or- 
ders were to be conveyed. 


But ſecondly, I obſerve, that whereas that Book 
£4 C 4 nameth 
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nameth Biſhops Ad Prieſts as two-.diſtin& :Or- 
ders, theſe Dzſſenters, by a little trick ( learnt of 
the Jeſuits) of changing a-ſmall ſyllable, would 
alter the ſence of the whole Chapter : for four or 
five times in the ſecond and third pages, the Di/- 
ſenters name Biſhops Or Prieſts, making them-one 
and the fame thing ; which 'the Reformers in 
that Chapter of Orders do diſtinguiſh as two di- 
ſtink Orders ; and eight times at leaſt read'Bz- 
ſhops And ( not Or.) Priefts in fenfu divifo. In 
the firſt place it is faid, that S2.Paul did conſecrate 
and order Prieſts and Biſhops; for which they 
quote I 7m. 4. (i.e.) Jure Divino. And-.a- 
gain, as the Apoſtles. themſelves did order Priefts 
and. Biſhops, 10 they y c0eue and willed other Bi- 
fo 'do the like; for which they 
quote 77tus'1.-and 1 7;m. 5. Which is another 
proof out of the New Teſtament.” In another 
place they ſay, that. the Prieſtsand Biſhops in the 
execution of their Office and Miniſtration, doinſe and 
exerciſe the power and authority of God' committed 
anto them. 'And to name but: one place'/more 
( for I ſhall quote thoſe onely which in the ſenſe 
of. thoſe Reformers ' ( and: our Diftenters 'too) 
prove the Order of Biſhops to-be diftin&. from 
that of Prieſts, and of Divine Inſtitation') ſpea- 
king of the power of the Prince over Biſhops:and 
Prieſts, they ſay, that the Printe is to overſee and 
cauſe the ſaid Biſhops and Prieſts.to execute. their 
Paſtoral Office truly and faithfully, and ſpecially 'in 
thoſe points which by Chrift and 'his | Apoltles were 
| +270 given 
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riven and committed: to#hem. So that it is unde- 
niable that Biſhops are mentioned as Church-Of- 
ficers in the New Teſtament by this excellent 
Book, and conſequently are neceſſary to ſuch a 
hurch-government as-is Faure Divino according 
o the firſt and. ſecond Afſſertion of the Diſſen- 
ers. | 
Let us inquire therefore how they derive their 
hird Afſertion from this Book ; which is, 'That 
| Wn the new Teſtament there is mention matle of no 0- 
Wer Church-Officers but Prieſts and Deacons. (To 
which words: they immediately adde”) That 0. _ 
ther Government is of Divine Right, but what is 
under the condutt of Biſhops or Prieſts, and that the 
ew Teſtament moutioneth no other : Which grants 
that Biſhops are mentioned in the New Teſtament 
as well as Prieſts. But the Diſenters will not 
orant them :to be mentioned in the ſenſe of the 
Reformers ( that is) as a diſtinCt Office, and ha- 
ing a Superiority over Prieſts and Deacons: for 
n the | | | 
Fourth Aſſertion they fay., That Biſhops or 
Prieſts, the ſole Governours of the Church, are of one 
andthe ſame Order... For proof 'whereof, they 
quote theſe words out of the Neceſſary Erudition, 
( viz.) That Biſhops, or Prieſts and' Deacons, are 
the onely Orders mentioned in the New Teſtament---- 
{ And "that of theſe two Orders 'onely, (1ie.) 
Prieſts and Deacons, Scriptute dobers expreſs 
mention. To which I anſwer, That it is nos 
laid in the Neceſſary Erudition , That Biſhops: or 
| Prieſts, 
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Prieſts, the ſole Governours of the Church, are of one 
and the ſame Order : And that this Afſſertion is 


contradicted by the following Quotation upon | 


which they ground it, ( viz.) That Biſhops, or 
Prieſts and Deacons are the onely Orders mentioned 
in the New Teſtament. For throughout that 
whole Chapter, the Reformers make as plain a 


_ diſtin&ion between Biſhopsand Prieſts, as between | 


Prieſts and Deacons. 

I do therefore reject the firſt Aſertion as a Ft- 
Ction of their own, not to be found in the Nece/- 
ſary Erudition, nor in the praCtice of the Authors 
of it, which could: beſt expound: their meaning, 


viz. That Biſhops or Priefts are of one and the ſame | 


Order. | 


As to the ſecond, wiz. That of theſe two Orders I 7 
url (1 e.) of Priefts and Deacons, the Scripture ? 
maketh mention; I hope to give ſuch a plain and F h: 


genuine ſenſe of the Authors, as our Diffenters 

notwithſtanding all their Prejudices and; Eva- 

10ns ) ſhall not beable to deny. And ( becauke, 
& bene diſtinguit, bene docet ) 1 defire' them to 

bſerve this diſtm&ion of the. word Order, wich 
ſignifieth either the Power and Faculty contetred 
by the Apoſtles hands ; or the Modus, the Rite 
and Ceremony of ijmpoſition-of Hands and Pray: 
er, by which it was conferred. - Fhe firſt'is:.pro: 
perly Order, and the ſecond, as they term 1t,' Or- 
dering or Ordination. Now |} will not diſpute-in 
which ſence our Reformers ufe the word: Qrder 


if this place; the Context will ſhew thatz. But 
wY let 
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let the Dzſſenters take it in which ſence they will, 
it will be ſo far from eſtabliſhing, that it will o- 
WM verchrow their Propoſitions, That Biſhops and 
8 Priefts are one dnd the ſame Order ; and that of 
theſe two onely SS maketh expreſs mention. 
_ I grant therefore, that this ſecond ſentence is 
found intire in that Book, ( viz. ) Of theſe two Or- 
ders onely, (1.e.) Prieſts and Deacons, Scripture 
maketh expreſs mention. But hadtheſe men been 
ſo ingenuous as to quote the whole Paragraph, 
or. to.judge of the ſence of this Expreſſion, which 
is ſomewhat dark, by thoſe which were more 
plain, whereof ſome go before, and others follow 
$ thar ſentence, and all declare Biſhops to be a di- 
ſtint Order, and to be mentioned in the N.Teſta- 
I ment.; they would never have had the confidence 
I fo to. expole theſe learned Reformers, as it they 
& had contradicted themſelves in the fame breath, 
J and profeſſed their Judgment to be contrary to 
$ their Practice, ina Book of that-importance, writ- 
3 ten with great advice and deliberation, and pub- 
I iſhed to give the world an account of the Refor- 
F mation. Could their Popiſh Adverfaries of that 
1 Age have fixed ſuch an Opinion and Contra- 
F diction on them, they ſhould have heard of it as 
$ loudly as we have of the Nags -head-fable : but 
$ they had not the confidence to teign them guilty 
'F of that Opinion which theſe Dzſexters would 
F force: on them whether they will or no. For 
3 the Papiſts of that Age knew that Tex carrit cum 
# praxz, and that the Reformers exerciſing Epiſco- 
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pal Authority over the \Presbyters within their 


ſeveral Dioceſſes , was a clear proof that they 


judged their Order to be ſaperiour to. that of F 
Prieſts, and that by Divine Inſtibution '( as in the | 


four places above-mentioned doth appear.) | 
But to clear this Obje&ion, I ſhall firſt exa- 
mine the place quoted as it is entire. Secondly, I 
ſhall ſhew the ſenſe of it from the Latine Tranſla- 
tion, which is the beſt Commentary. And third- 


ly, from the received opinion. of other Divines of | 


that Age. And fourthly, I ſhall ' give you Dr. 
Burnet's opinion of the whole matter. 
Firf}, The place quoted fays thus : Of theſe 


two Orders onely (i. e.) Prieſts and Deacons, 


Scripture maketh expreſs mention, and how they 
were conferred of the Apoſtles by Prayer and Impofi- 


tion of their hands ; and to theſe two the Primitive | 
Church did adde and conjoyn certain other inferiour | 
and lower degrees , as Subdeacons ,' Acolytes , Ex-\ 
orciſts, with divers other , of the which mention is | 
made both of the maFt antient Writers that we have 
in the Church of Chriſt after the Apoſtles ; as alſo in | 
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divers old Councils, and namely in the fourth Council 


of Africk, in which St. Auguſtine was preſent ; ? 
where all the kinds of Orders which were then | 
in the Church be | rehearſed. Now though |} 
what hath been obſerved from the Context, 
might be enough to ſatisfie all perſons that were | 
not maliciouſly diſpoſed to quarrel with thoſe Re- | 
formers as if they contradicted themſelves, and 
overthrew that Epiſcopal Order i Theft, yo \, 
they | 


by 
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they maintained ir Praxi ; yet this Paragraph is 
ſo clear by its own light, that they muſt needs 


X wink with both eyes that could not ke the ſenſe 


of the Reformers 1n it. | 
Firſt then, the ſcope of the Paragraph ought 
to have been conſidered, which is to ſpeak of fuch 


| Orders as were z#nferiour to the Apoſtles and Bi. 


ſhops in Scripture-times ; of which they fay that 
expreſs mention is made in Scripture onely of theſe 
two, (1.e.) Prieſts and Deacons : To which two 
though the Church added other inferiour and low- 
er degrees mentioned in ancient Writers (yet 
there is no mention of them in the Scripture, but) 


* in ſome old Councils, and namely in the four 4- 


frican, where all the kindsof Orders be rehearſed. 
Now in that Council you may find the ſeveral 


F Rites of Ordaining, x. Biſhops, 2. Presbyters, 
F 3. Deacons, 4. Subdeacons, 5. Acolythi, 6. Ex- 
J orciſts, &c. And Canon 27. «t Epiſcopus de loco 
J 7gnobile ad nobilem non tranſeat , nec quiſquam in- 
J ferioris ordinis Clericus : Inferioris vero gradus 
FJ Sacerdotes poſſunt conceſſione ſuorum Epiſcoporum ad 
4 alias Ecclefias migrare. So that in the Judgment 
2 of that Council, Prieſts were an inferiour Order. 
7 to Biſhops ; and conſequently they were ſo in 
$ the Judgment of our Reformers, who quote it to 
$ that a. 


See Binius 'Tom. I. Pp. 728. 

This alſo appears from the Milevitan Council, 
whichis alſo quoted by the Reformers, in which 
St. Auguſtine was alſo preſent ; wherein a Canon/ 
was made Quo prohibetur ne Presbyteri, Diaconi, 

| - "wal 
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vel cateri inferiores Clerici in caufts ſuis ulla extra 


Africam adeant judicia. So that by both theſe 


Councils, Prieſts as well as - Deacons are proved to} 
be inferiour to Biſhops : which was the thing in-j 


tended by our Reftormers in that Paragraph. 
So' that when theſe Diſenters ( from this paſ: 


ſage, (viz.) that of zheſe rwo Orders onely, ( i.e.) | 


Prieſts and Deacons, Scripture maketh expreſs men- 
tion) do in the words immediately following. in- 
fer, That a others ( meaning particularly that 


of Biſhops) were afterward added by the Church, | 
2. and name this inference as if it were the ve: | 


ry words of that excellent Book, is no leſs a fin, 
than the bearing falſe witneſs againft them ; for 
they treat onely of other inferiour and lower de- 


grees. So that if the word Order be taken in the | 
firft ſence, for the power or faculty of adminiſtring, 1 
holy things conferred by theBiſhops,it is their plain | 
ſence, That the Scripture maketh expreſs mention of | 
theſe two inferiour Orders onely, (i.e.) Prieſts and | 


Deacons, and not of Subdeacons, Acolytes, &c. 


- Moreover, two things eſpecially ſeem defign- } 
ed by the Reformers concerning the Sacrament of 
Qrders : The firſt is to ſhew that Biſhops are of 7 
Divine Inftitution, and had not their dependance 1 
on the Pope., whom his Favourites made the 
Only Biſhop, andall the reſt deriving their power |} 


and authority from him. The ſecond was to 
ſhew, that of all thoſe ſevey Orders which were 
made Sacramental, onely thoſe of Biſhops, Prieſts, 


and Deacons had' foundation mn Scripture ; the } 
s r6it 
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reſt were added in aftef-times. And to confirm 
both theſe, rhey deſcribe the manner of ordaining 
both Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons in the Holy 
Scripture, to diſcharge it from thoſe ſuperſtitious 
Ceremonies introduced by the Pope, and made 
neceſſary to their Ordination. As for the Superzo- 
rity of Biſhops to Prieſts, there is no queſtion made, | 
much leſs of their /dentity or ſameneſs of Office. 
"For the Divine Right of Biſhops, they aſſert it 
in four ſeveral places , that they have it from 
Chriſt; and prove it by SS. and from thence in- 
fer this Concluſion, That whereas the Biſhop of 
Rome hath heretofore claimed and ufurped to be 
Head and governour of all Biſhops and Prieſts of 
the Catholick Church,by the Laws of God ; it is 
evident that his power 1s utterly feigned and un- 


J true, and was neither given him by God in H. 


SS. nor allowed by the Fathers in ancient General 
Councils, nor by conſent of the Catholick Church. 
And they declare, That the Authorities, Powers, 
and Juriſdiftions of Patriarchs, Primates, Arch- 
biſhops, and Metropolitans, were given them by 
the poſitive Laws of men onely, and not by any 
Ordinance of God in Holy $S. And the power 
uſurped by any 'one Bifhop. over another, ( not 
given him by the Conſent of men ) is no lawful 
Power , but plain Uſurpation and Tyranny : 
Which they prove from the ancient Councils and 
Fathers againſt the Pope. Secondly, They ſhew, 
that of thoſe ſeven Orders owned by the Church 
of\ Rome as Sacramental , onely Biſhops, _ 
| an 
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and Deacons, had their Inſtitution in the Holy 
SS. and that Subdeacons, Acolytes, Exorciſts,&c. 
were added by the Church, as alſo the Rites and | 
Ceremonies by which they were conferred. And. | 
thirdly, to confirm what they had ſaid, they de- 
ſcribe the manner of ordaining Biſhops, Prieſts, 
and Deacons, to clear it from thoſe ſuperſtitious: 
Ceremonies brought in by the Church of Rome ; 
as the Ring and Croſier-ſtaff, ſeveral Undtions 
and Garments, ſome of which muſt come from 
Rome ; whereas the SS. mentions onely the im- 
poſition of ' Hands and Prayers. In theſe words, 
Of theſe two Orders onely, (1. e.) Prieſts and Dea- 
cons, the SS. maketh expreſs mention; and how 
they were conferred of the Apoſtles by Prayer and 
 tmpofition of their Hands. And evident it is to 
me, that by the word Orders they intended onely 
the manner of Ordaining, not the diſtinftion of | 
Orders : for they all held the Superiority of Bi- | 
ſhops to Prieſts. And this will appear, firſt, from 
the word uſed by the Latine Tranſlation, which is, 


De his tantum Ordinationibus, of theſe Ordinations 


onely , not of theſe two Orders onely, the SS. } 
makes mention , and deſcribeth the manner of | 
conferring them. And doubtleſs thoſe learned” } 
men did not confound the words Ordo and Ordi- | 
vatio. For the underſtanding whereof, I ſhall ex- | 
plain the Engliſh Edition by the Latine. 

Thus in the beginning they ſay, That zheſe Or- 
ders were given by the Conſecration and Impoſition 
of the Biſhops hands : | Per Conſecrationem & Im- 


pofe 
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ofitionem manum| Epiſcopi.”  And,. as the Apoſtles - 
themſelves in the beginaing of: the Church did 
order Prieſts and:Biſhops ; fo they willed'the o- 
ther Biſhops to'.do the like. 'Thus the: Latine 
Book : E::Quemadmodum-Apoſtoli ipfi Epiſco- 
pos & Presbyteros:Ordinaverunt;ita, eoſdem' etram | 
inſtituiſſe ut. in 'paſterum ſaccedentes Epiſcopi eun- | 
dem ordinandi morem z#' Bectefta: ſervarent.  A-- 
gal, Hete'is t8: be noted, *That \although this : Form 

efore declared. is. to:be > obſerved) iniigrving Orders," 
&c.in theEatine,;(Quanguimiautem hunc in-mo-» 
dum Scriptura:Qrdmationes fierivinſtitult.' "ASSN, 
Thus we have:biiefiy touched" the Ordering,” not the 
Orders of Priefts ;arnd*Biſhips: The Latine, 'FHa-: 
Renus quidewr de Ordinatione Presbyterorum. ' Neb : 
ther ſpeak: of: the Drder,. but:Ordering. Moreo-! 
ver, touching th& Order:of Dexcohs, weread As: 
6,: that theyiwere iordered-andinftituted-by the: 
ſame Apoſtiesby'Prayerand'\Impoſition of their” 
hafds. i The Latins;.:Zam vero: prefer. Epiſcopos: 
&\ Sacerdates,)Duacanorum etianv.Scriptura me-: 
' Minit, traditque hos'ab: Apoſtolis per'Orationem'@&” 
manuum ivipofitionem:* ordinatos.'® inſtitutos'fulſſe:i 
Afﬀter all w itfollowetly,. Of: theſe. two: rders' 
ovely, ( which I cannot underſtand:( the premiſes? 
being:conſidered')-in any othep ſence than, as; 
Latinerenders.it') Of theſe Ordinations onely;and: . 
how: they were conferred; the SS. maketh men-. 
tion,:” That they. were, conferred:by Prayer and 
impoſition of hands: Nori can it: be thought that 
by the mentioniag;the manzer of ordaining Biſhops 
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and: Pricfs-to be tlie: fame; \that therefore the Rev1 
forrhers:thought the Arden to be! theiſame ; besi; 
cauſe.the Deacons wene ordaincd inthefime mabs | 
ner:z; ahd yet itirgranted-thatthey were diſtinQ- 
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aty Patine an Chalice : Which ſuperſtitious u- 
ſs otit Reformers would deſtroy, and reduce to 
the Apoſtolical praCtice. 

'"Fhe third particular to evince the ſence of our 
Reforchers cohiterning, the divine Inſtitution of 


; and their Superiority to: Priefts, is the | 


ſnigof olicr moderate Divines of that Age : (for 
the Nidgrient of our own Divines ſhall be ſuffici- 


ehftyf fhewn'frott Dr. S:i2ng fleet's MS. as well 
gs oth gh 1 "Er Ztzon,”) And this I 
MAltftiew, froth = pinion of, ſeveral great Di- 
vieihn'the Ooticil of 7rew- (whith Tquote'not 
\aſet"the" authfofiry of that'Coiincil, but to 
Ne what w | rite un as thought there 
wa oe 8 he vrch of Rome 
_ H'rh&fe poi *was ſummoned 
withirt a Do phe od ae the ition of the Ne- 
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whole Court of Roms, andthe Ttalian Clergy, by 
Laynez the General: of the Jeſuits, no friends to 
Biſhops, who made a Speech of two hours long : 


againſt them... Againſt whom , Granata , Me 
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Petrus Soto, who had'diſputed agaioft Biſhops'in | 
the Council, recanted; and: three days before, his 
death ſent a-Letter to the Pope, defiring it mvgas 
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be declared, Thit the Inſtitution of Biſhops is Fare 
Divino. | The Popes Party perceiving the great 
oppoſition that they were like to-meet with, per- 
ſwaded the Legates to declare againſt it. Cardi- 
nal Yarmienſe would have put it off as a needleſs 
Diſpute, ſaying , That both Catholicks and He- 
reticks were agreed in it ( viz. ) that Biſhops are 
Fure Divino, And others, to divert the Spaniſh 
and French from this point, propoſed the buſineſs 
of Reformation; and they wrote frequently to 
the Pope for his direCtion, 1t being a point where- 
in his Holineſs's Grandeur was much eoncern'd, 
and for the reſolution whereof, the Holy Ghoſt 


( as ſome ſaid ) was often ſent from Rome to Trent 


in a Cloak-bag. Andin truth, the Reſolution of it 
would have been very fatal to the Court of Rome - 
for on this conceſſion it would have followed, 
That the power of the Keys was not given to 
Peter onely ; That the Council was above the 
Pope; That Biſhops were equal to him; That 
the dignity of Cardinals, who being but Prieſts or 
Deacons, advanced themſelves above Biſhops, was 
taken away ; That Preventions , Reſervations, 
Appeals, &c. were removed, and the Collations 


of Benefices would return to the Biſhops. 


And the Biſhop of Segovia had refuſed to ad- 
mit one to a Benefice which was given him' by 
thePope, in vindication of the Right of Biſhope. 
In this Council alſo: they pleaded tor the Rite of 
Impoſition of hands in Ordination ; (from whence 
Ordination was called y«es Sroiz,) which the oe 
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had changed into another Rite of delivering.the; 


Chalice, and other Veſſels and Garments, laying 


aſide that Scriptural Rite.. | 


All this and much, more may be ſeen in the 
ſeventh book of the Hiſtory of 'the Council of 


. . 


Trent ; by which it appears, that the moderate 


Clergy among the Papiſts in that Age,did defend, 
with our Reformers, the divine Ailthority of Bi- 


ſhops, their Superiority oyer Prieſts , and the 
manner of edination by Impoſitzon of hands, 


againſt the ſuperſtitious Ceremonies introduced 


by the Church of Rope. And. -though they 


could not fully obtain their deſires, yet they pre- 
valled for theſe Canons in that Council. Canon 2. 


S 7 ow dixerit. preter Sacerdptium non efſe is Ec- 


clefta Catholica alios Ordines, & Majores & Mino- 
res, per quos, velut per gradus, quoſdam in Sacerde- 
tium tendatur, Anathema fit. . Canon 6. $7 quis 
' dixerit in Eccleſia Catholica non efſe Fiierarchiam 
divina Ordinatione inſtitutam, que conſtat ex Epiſ- 
copis, Presbyteris, & Miniſtris, Anathema fit. Ca- 
non 7. Sz quis dixerit Epiſcopos non eſſe Presbyte» 
ris Superiores, vel non habere poteſtatem Confirman:- 
di ac Ordinandi, vel eam quam habent illis eſſe cum 
Presbyteris communem, Anathema fit. Andas they 
_ ſpeak the ſame ſence, fo they uſe almoſt the 
ſame words with our Reformers. So Cap.'4: 
Sanfta Synodus declarat preter cateros Ecclefraſt icos 
gradus Epiſcopos qui in locum Apoſtolorum ſucceſſe- 
runt, ad hunc Ecclefiaſticam ordinem precipue pers 
tinere, (© poſitos , ficut ait Apoſtolus a Spiritu Saw 

| | 4, 


' 
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tfto regere Ecclafham Dei, rofque Eaneris Supe- 


' riores efſe;s AAS120. And having thus aſſerted 
the Order and Superiority of.Biſhops,: they ſpeak 
as ourReformers do : for, cap. 2. of that Synod, 
they ſay, Non. folum de. Sacerdatibus, ſed (5 de 
Deacons. Sacris Litere.apertammentionem faciunt ; 
where by mentiqning theſe two, they do not ex- 
clude Biſhops, but.rather under the word Sacer- 
dos, they inglude Biſhops; whom they ſtile -Sum- 
mos Sacerdotes : and our Reformers include both 
under the words Prieſthood and Prieſts, in the 
Chapter of Orders: As when they tranſlate that 
of 1 7im. 4. 14. by the hands of the Prieſthood, 
(i.e. ) the Apeſtles hands ; ias by comparing it 
with 2 7m. I. 6. it appears. | 
One Argument riore theſe Diſenters mention 
from the.Necefſary Erudjtion,: as good as the reſt, 
P. 3. The Order of a Biſhop or Prieft i que and the 
Jame, whoſe Office is not onely to preach and admini- 
fter Sacraments;\but. moreover to exerciſe Diſcipline, 
namely iu afſoyling and loofing from ſin ſuch as be 
truly penitent, and in excommunicating the  obſtt- 
nately vicious ; where from the Community - of 
ſome Offices, they would argue to the equality 
of the Orders: ' though nothing is more evident, 
than that the Biſhops of this Age reſerved the 
power of Confirmation, Ordination, and . Dioceſan 
Furiſdifion to themſelves, as their Right Fure 
Divino, as will yet further appear. But no- 
where doth the Neceſſary Eradition fay, That the 
Order of a Biſhop or Prieſt is one and the ſame, 
D 4 as 


40 No PROTESTANT, but 
26 they ſophiſtically infer : \And-they may as well 
affirm it to be the fence of the Council of Trex, 


as of our Reformers; who uſe- almoſt the fame | 


words, Non ſolum Sacerdotibus, ſed & de Diacons, 
Sacre. Literz apertam mentionem faciunt. 

I cannot conceive-what-ground theſe Diſſenters 
had to fix this Errour of theirs upon, unleſs an 
unwary Expreſſion of Dr. Barnet's ; who perhaps 

” conſidering the Atchbiſhops Judgment more than 
the Judgments of the reſt, doth affert'the ſame as 
the Diſſenters do: But- if they had it from him, 
they had allo in him a correction of this Errour ; 
and it -was far from the ingenuity of - true Prote- 
flant Divines, to publiſh the Errour, and conceal 
the Confutation of it. Thus then Dr. Burnet dif- 
covers the whole Intrigue. Dr. Burnet, p. 336. 
of the firſt part , That both in this Writing (2. e. 
Dr. on Manuſcript ) and in the Neceſ- 
fary Erudition of \a Chriſtian man ," Biſhops and 
Prieſts are ſpoken of as one and the ſame Office. But 
Dr. Burnet adds, In the ancient Church they knew 
none of thoſe ſabtilties which were found out in the 


later Ages ; it was then thought enough that a Bi- | 


ſhop was to be dedicated to his Fundtion by a new Im- 
poſition of hands, and that ſeveral Offices could not 
be performed without Biſhops, ſuch as Ordination, 
Confirmation, &&c. But they did not refine in theſe 
matters ſo much as to enquire whether Biſhops and 
Prieſts differed in Order and Office, or onely in de- 
gree: But after the School men fell toexamine mat- 


rers of Dignity with logical and uninteligible Ni- | 


cettes 


D 
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ceties, the C anoniſts began to comment upon the 
Rules of the ancient Church ; they ſtudied to make 
Biſhops and Prieſts ſeem very neer one to another, 
ſo that the difference was but ſmall. They did it with 
different detignes : The School-men having) ſet up 
the grand _— of Tranſubſtantiation. were to ex- 
alt the Prieſtly Office as much as was poſſible ; for the. 
turning of the Hof into: God, was ſo great an attion, 
that they reckoned there could be no Office. higher 
than that which qualified a man to ſo mighty a per- 


Wc 


formance. Therefore as they changed the form of 


Ordination from what it was anciently believed to 
conftft in, ( viz.) Impoſition of hands, to a deliver- 
ing of ſacred Veſſels; and held that a Prieft had his 
Orders by that Rite, not by the Impoſition of hands : 
So they raiſed their Order or Office ſo high, as to make 
it equal with the Order of a Biſhop. But as they de- 
figned to extol the Order of Prieſthood ; ſo the Ca- 
nonifts had as great 'a mind to depreſs the Epiſcopal 
Order ; they generally wrote for preferment ; and 
the way to it, was to extol the Papacy : Nothing 
could do that ſo effefually, as to bring down the 
power of Biſhops ; this onely could juſtifie the Ex- 
emptions of the Monks and Friars, the Popes ſetting 
up Legantine Courts, and receiving at firft Appeals, 
and then original Cauſes before them, together with 
many other Encroachments on the Juriſdition of 
Biſhops all which were unlawful, if the Biſhops had 
by Divine Right Furiſdidtion in their Dioceſſes : 
Therefore it was neceſſary to lay them as low as could 
be, and to make them think that the power they held 
was 
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avas rather as Delegates of \the Apoſtolick See, thay 
by a Commiſſion from Chrift, or his Apoſtles. $0 
that they looked on the declari Poiſeapal ny 
iy to be of Divine Right, as Ky that-would | 
fatal to the Court .of Rome; therefore they did af 

ter this at Treat, aſe all poſſible endeavours to hin- 

' ler any ſuch Deciſion : it having been then the 

common Stile of that Age, to a Biſhops and 

Priefts as the ſame Office, it i. no wonder if at this 
time the Clergze of this Church, the greate$t part of 

them being fill leavened with the old Superſtition, 
and the reFt of them not having exough of ſpare-time 
to examine leſſer matters, retain ſtill the former 

Phraſes in this particular. 

This might have been ſufficient to corrett the 
forwardneſs of our Diſſexters to comply with the 


Papiſts in this new Notion of Biſhops or Prieſts as | 
one Order ; but becauſe they abated nothing of | 
their confidence by this, I ſhall mind them of that | 


ſeverer Reprimand of the Dodtor's., for which in 


their behalf I give him hearty thanks, for I think 


he ſhall have none from them. It is in theſe 
words (NB) | 

. On this I have inſiſted the more, that it. may ap- 
pear bow little they have conſidered things, who are 
fo far carriedwith their Zeal againit the eſtabliſhed 


Government of this C hurch, as to make much uſe of | 


' Jome paſſages of the Schnol-men and Canoniſts that 
deny them to be diſtinit Orders: for theſe are the 
very dregs of Popery ( N.B.) the one raifing the 
Prieſts higher for the ſake of TrankDpotueon, 

rhe 
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the other pulling the Biſhops lower for the ſake of 
the Popes Supremacy, and by ſuch means bringing 
them almoFft to an equality. | So partial are Joe 
men to their particular Conceits, that they make uſe 
of the moF} miſchievous Topicks when they cax ſerve 
their turn, not confidering how much farther | theſe 
Arguments will run if they ever admit them. ' 
' So that although the Phraſe of Prie/ts or Bi- 
ſhops might have been uſed in former times, as it 
wes ina Paper printed among the Addeyda to the 
| firſt part of the Dofor's Hiſtory, £254 00D 

Paper was written about fix years before.the Ne- 
cefſary Erudition, as-is proved, p. 355. of the firſt 
part : Yet whenour Diſſexters read ( as nodoubt 
they did) theſe Remarks of the Doftar's concer- 
ning the riſe and miſchievous tendences of it, 
their preſumption in urging it from that Paper 
where it is ſo ſhamefully condemned, is as unpar- 
donable as their endeavour to faſten it on the Ne- 
ceſſary Erudition, where the contrary is evidently 
afferted. | 
| And is this the great Reverence that our Dif- 
s ſenters have for the firſt Reformers, thus to wreſt 
and abuſe their Writings, by altering their Words, 
curtailing their Sentences, and repreſenting them 
as contradiCting themſelves, as well as the Uni- 
verſal Church inall Ages before them, in ſuch an 
excellent Book, and to obje& that againſt them 
which their Adverfaries who watched for ſuch an 
advantage could never find > This is no other- 
wiſe to honour them, than to call them to a ar 
con 


— 


cond Martyrdom, more* inglorious and hatefit 
to'them than the firſt. And yet theſe Diſenters 
could-not but know, that all they who had a hand 
in- compiling that Book , were either Dioceſan 
Biſhops, or ſuch Divines as lived in a willing ſubs 
miſſion to them, And theſe things are ſufficient 
to ſhew,that the Diſſerters are more genuine Sons 
of. ſome other Church, than of the Church of 
England according, to its Primitive Conſtitution: 
Having ſeen -how well theſe Dzſenters' have 
proved. their Afertion concerning the Primitive 
Conſtitution of our Church, by their firſt Evidence, 
from the Neceſſary Erudition : we proceed now 
to conſider what farther Evidence they have pro- 
duced from the Records mentioned in Dr. Burnef's 
Hiftory, eſpecially from the Manuſcript of: Dr. 
Stiliingfleet ; concerning which I ſhall onely'mind 
theſe Diſſenters of an Obſervation of their own, 
viz. -That though ſome of theſe Reformers were of 
different Opinions as to ſome points. mention#d in 
this Manuſcript, yet they muft be conſidered to have 
receded from them when they ſubſcribed the |Necel- 
fary Erudition , being then all of that Fudgment 
which u there deſcribed. | | 


The intent of printing Dr. S::/ixg fleet's Manu- 


ſcript containing the Reſolutions of the Archby- 
ſhop and ſeveral Biſhops and Divines' of ſome 
Queſtions concerning the Sacraments , was, as 
Dr. Barnet ſays, that it might appear with what 
maturity and care they proceeded in the Refor- 


matjon. _ And the Subſcriptions which were-at 
| the 
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the end. of every mans Paper, hetells us, . 2.42: 
__ in this form #.\. T. Cant... 7s z my Opinion 
#4 Sentence 3 which I do not temerariouſly define, 
= Ao remit the." Judgment thereof wholl 
Meajeſty—andas is rs ſometimes expre Abd ozat: 20T. 
cay cjudice to theTruth,and ſaving always more 
cy wa :, Cum facultate. ctiam- melins 
rar tar 1m! hac parte. Now this Conſults- 
n.was, ſome years before, the Book was publi- 
"a and :if any.of the Biſhops had been then of 
a:contrary. Opinion, . as the Diſeaters obſerve this 
Arghb. Cranmes was in the calc of Excommunics» 


g.,inclining. 49. Eraftianiſm,: from.theſe 
tin br] 


guſt] be. conſichrerh.( fay the. Diſemters )-t6 
HERR e they. ſubſcribed. the: NeceſaryE 
racletion'; P... 8.\ Thus: Manſon wok: homhe\. to 


QUEBUrPORAB hy hin nns nr ator en hon n 
27 Ao IT ji M G lack = 
W 'Queſt.\g. - bether the's 
& bigher power: as in wot ha Gets 
AY Kin #010 ane them. Ty et Fa 
od ECENjeb).z. 07 by ant ity: Hip 
5 c 
wo $5 Jak "the. _ IH BY EN DEM 
e Anſwer, rhbiſhoprco Qze: 
i 35 indeed to many others, 15 fingiiliay and 


fromthe. reſbof the. Ritares 


Kean 
the Prefaters Eire fn: ," meer: o 
Reendfen,p.7:) but from 't 0 as they fy. 
lis Qpayon Sererrning! Excommuk indy w_ 
Mal | V 
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he muſt be confidered't6 Rave receded; becaiifeche 

ſabſcribed' the Neceſſary Eruditioy'; or co 
t 


dohe on more maturedeliberation;weought 
pute nothing tothe Archbiſhop: as his 
thofecontroverted'-Poitits, but whit is* rhEre"Þy 
hinr aſſerted: -F ſhall therefote rhetition the" 
lations of the;reſt only as we find thermin the Re Mt 
oolletion ; oaly of this ft hall fpeakt latge WY" 
York: We fled # $8. that the” ond P 
power to miake- boner Priefts) "and DEac 
which power may es, theſe words': "56 
cut: iiſit' re Pater, ſit eg "ryitto' vol 
' dE vtrifyobint hit they dur not Bave | fol oy 
\a power," athle{ 'they' had! hat altthority Rim le 
Chrigf. _Blt' tha?" thetr power to" ordain Bi/hops, F 
Priefts;-or Deaitbnis\ by Inipoſition of bands, GL, þ 
any other authority than Shs of God, we neither 
read in SS. nor out 0 wk 
London: 7«.8Þiuk'Ybe: Apofiit$ maals Biſthps by - 
7 Gad, hiecauſe gg 2.24; ns __ j 


s Sanctus poſuit. þ 

SEN had bee ” ; AFR ud, & 

Ade B} Rag I dated the" Biſhop? PN 

their places. Y 

Rocheſter. 7 pM bs oo = wn G 
dnthorit themfrb Gai: 01 

cli ag rat made bis 2apoftles P. , 

ps; aart+oledf be'gave' hems pehies'th - 

53t:feereeth 40 be'vho very vader ef 8g \ 9: K 

io Df. Ng Mbit 22) 'ApoBles wine. IN © 
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Magiſtrate did permit it Dr. 
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-Dr:Cox. Although the” ApoſtHts' had no authority 
*o , fires any man to be Prieſts, yeF ( they moved 

vr GhoFf) had authority of God' to exthis” oh 
all "induce men to ſet forth Gods' Vondiy,” and fo i. 
make _— a ” , 

<DriDk Apoſtles ordained 'Biſhops by au 
mm ph them'by God: Joh'26 je miſie\\. 

c. Item Joh. ult. & Ads 20. &% r Tin; x: * 
Pantus\ otdinavit' Timotheum\&&'Tity m, 6 pre- 
ſcxibit" one ile debeant* otdihare , Te Tim oP . 
Tit? r: | oh, 

"Pr:'Og] Opterhiryp. The oy by" atthertty. ahet* 
communtd of God," did" ordain ant 3nfirnte ZH" 
lee Rona defired tut obtained ry e 'Printe of 
Phi Riſpare who was then ug 2} T pe. New 

S aut 


yt Ny oh 
ny [4 


_. Her —_ 
Habrearoed' prnekiyy yo Fee 'Pithey, to make }þ 
hops But if Bay briſtian Prince had then cl 
yr tn to bat leer ant ought" 10 have bevy of 
dM Subjedts; aki woltid Hire attepred- a0? 
Avuntes og fron” antl aſſent of thbir art! 
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word making a Biſhop or Prief#, \may be taken-two | 
ways : for underſtanding the word to ordain or.con« | 
ſecrate, ſo it 1.4 thing which pertaineth to the. A- 
poſtles and their Succeſſours on ly ; but if by this word 
( making ) Ze underſtood the appointing .or na- 
ming to the Office, þ it pertaineth ſpecially to-the 
ſupream Heads and Governoars of the Church, which 
be Princes.. © 
"Dr. Edgworth. -.The Apoſtles: mage Biſhops.and 

Prieſts by authority given them of God, and not for 
Lick of any higher power : notwithſtanding, where 
there 1, # a Chriſtian King or Prince, the eleftion,. de- 
ns gt an aligrare on of them that" ſhall be Prieſts. 
ang d\Bi ſhops, be OE 7 the. King or Prince, ſo that: 
be may forbid any Biſhop. within his # ingdom that 
be. give no Ord rs, for confiderations Mei him ; 
| may aſſigns hi ww 4 time when he ſhall {6 Orders, 

Nr whom Econo Fog David, x Caron 
24. dividing the Leuztes intotwenty four Orders, 
deaeting WS Jed der. axe ho Nl ; Pre 4 
£191 Ordingl, aud. 


4 ves and CagrTfh - ty "=" gp Ring, and | 

T.Emanies bd Za _ as the day. one 
eeme regtired, ad. n diligently 
executed. an rt 
Joe's mi ba Eo ufter: be bed: 
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King in lage whene they made Biſhops, they 
nd CE etks to heveahebind authority + him 6 
{. the — of ſach Godly atts ; which no Chriſtian 
4 8 King weuld have denied. 

b- Dr. Leighton. . The Apoitles, as I ſuppoſe, made 
e i Biſhops by authority given to them of Chrift : how- 
þ 8 #cit 7 think. they would and ſhogid have required. 
"I che Chriftian Princes conſent and licenſe thereto, if . 
d i there had been any Chriftian Kings or Princes. 

” Dr. Coren. The ApoFtles made. Biſhops and 

e i Priefts by authority gruen them of God : Notwith- 

-. 8 fanding, if there hd been a Chriftian King at that 

7 WH time, it had been their duties to have had his licenſe 

2: «nd permiſſion thereto. | | 

f Here you ſee they all affirm that the Apoſtles, 

by authority from God, did. fiake Brſhops as well 

as Prieſts and Deacons; and that there .needs no 


" other authority for their Succeſſours to da the 
5 like, but what is given them'of God. Now that 
; © they werediſtin&t Orders, wiltappear by the next 


Queſtion, | 


were fit? "and if the Prieft were fir$, 
then the Prie$h. made the Biſhop ® . 

The Biſhop of Sr. Davids ,\ my Lord' elect of 
Weitminfter, DioCox, and-Dr. Redman ſay, That 
i -2t the beginning they were all One. The Biſhops 
£ of Tork, 'Eonitm,. Rochefter, Carliſle, Drs. Day, Tre- 
fam, Symons, Oulethorp, be in other contraty:Opi- 
Ky E 


H1ONS. 
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ious.” The Biſhop of Torkand Dr. Treſhamthink 
that the Apoſtles firf# were Prieſts, and after were 
made Biſhops ; when the overſeeing of other Prieſts 
was committed to them. My Lords of London, 
Dureſm, Carliſle, and Rocheſter, Drs. Symmons and 
Grayford, think that the Apoſtles were firs# Biſhops, 
pet. they after made other Biſhops. and Prieſts: 
Drs. Cores and Og/ethorp ſay, That the Apoſtles 
were made Biſhops, and the ſeventy two were after 
made Prieſts. Dr. Day thinks that Biſhops , as 
they are now called, were before Prieſts. .'My.Lord 
of London, Drs. Edgworth and Robertſon, think 'it Ml : 
20 inconvenience if a Prieft made a Biſhop in that ; 
time. LIE CH, 


Queſt. r 1. Whether a Biſhop hath au- 
thority to make a Prie$t by the SS. or no ? 
and whether any other but onely .a Biſhop 
may make a Prie$t ? 1:1 


To the former part of the Queſtion the Biſhop 
of St. Davids doth:an{wer, That Biſhops. have no | 
authority to make Priefts, - unleſs they be axthorized 
of the- Chriſtian Prince... The others, do . all fay, 
That they be authorized of God." Yet ſome of 
them adde, That: they cannot uſe» their authority, 
without their Chriſtian Prince doth permit. ther. 
To- the ſecond part, the' Anſwerof the-Biſhop.of 
St: Davids is, That Lay-men\bave otherwhile made 
Prieſts. . Sodoth Drs. Edgyerth and: Redman: lay, 


That 
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That Moſes, by al priviltdge given him of God, made 
Aaron his brother PriefF. Drs. Treſham, Grayford, 
and Cox, ſay, That Lay men may make Prieſts in 
time of neceſſity: The Biſhops of York, Dureſm, 
Rocheſter,,Carliſle, Ele&t of Weſtminſter, Drs. Coren, 
Leighton, Symmons, ſeem to deny this thing : for 
they fay, They find not nor read not any ſuch Ex-. 
ample. 


Queſt. 12. Whether in the New Teſta- 
ment be required any Conſecration of a Bi- 
ſhop and Prieſt, :or onely appointing to the 
Office be ſufficient? _ | 


The Biſhop of St. Davids faith, That onely the 
appointing. And Dr. Cox, That onely the appoin- 
ting cum manuum 1mpoſitione 2 ſufficient, with- 
out Conſecration. The Biſhops of Tork, Loxdoy, 
Dureſm, Carlifle, Drs. Day, Coren, Leighton, Tre- 
ſham,'Edeworth, Oglethorp, fay, That Conſecration 
Py mb Dr. Redman faith, That Conſecration 
hath been from the Apoſtles time, and inſtituted of 
the Eloly Gho#F, to confer Grace. My Lord of Ro- 
cheſter, Drs. Day and Symmons fay, The Prieſthood 
 grven per manuum impoſitionem, and that 
Scripture ; and that Conſecration hath of long time 
been recerved in the Church. | 


| Queſt. I6. Whether a Biſhop or Prie$t 


E 2 | may 
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may EX communicate, aud for. what Crimes ; 3 


and whether they onely may excormunicate 
by Gods Law ? 


The Biſhops of 7; ork, Dureſm, and Edguordh, fy, 
That Lay-men have not the authority to excommuni- 
cate. but that it was given: onely'to the Apoſtles aud 
_ Succeſſors.The Biſhops of Hereford,St.Davids, 

Weſtminſter, Drs. Day, Coren, Leighton, Cox, Sym- 
mons, lay, That Lay-men may excommunicate. if they 
be appointed by the high Ruler. 'My Lord Elect 
ot Weſtminſter, Drs. Treſham, Oglethorp, fay fur- 
ther, 7hat the power of Excommunication:was ffvex 
to the Church, and to ſuch as, the Church ſhall inſti | 
Tute. 


tioned in Bag : That py were, "A Ron 
riour Order. to Prieſts ; That the Ap je ape 
Biſhops by authority from God, and 

Succeſſours power to do.the like. - reg ta hi 
they all ſubſcribed in the Neeefary Erudition., 

.* Much more mnught be added from. one: pub- 
lick Writings of that As -of which I ſhall. name 
but one or two; as firſt, the Book bhrras Refor- 
_— Ecclefiaſticarum ; HS deſi gne firſt be- 
.gun by King Zexry the Eighth, proſecuted b 

Edward the Sixth, #4 7 7 the AUOSHeM <þ 


to 
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to that Book, dbth appear ; and committed to 
the care of thirty two: Divines and Civilians, the 
Archbiſhop being the chief ; wherein it 15 order- 
ed, That to the Biſhop all are to give obedience ac- 
cording to the Word of God, p.98. Epiſcopo qui 
Ecclehe preficitur , non ſolum Decanus, Archidia: 
conus, Archipresbyter, © reliqui Miniſtri parebunt, 
&c. And cap. 10. Epiſcopi, quoniam inter ceteros 
Ecclehe Miniſtros, locum principem tenent , ideo 
ſana Dofrin# gravi authoritate atque provido conſt- 
lio debent interiores Ordines Cleri regere ac paſ- 
cere. Dr. Burnet, p.71. of the ſecond part, fays, 
[+ is plain that Cranmer had quite laid afide thoſe 
fingular Opinions which he formerly held of the Ec- 


 clefraſtical Funftions : for now in a Work of his own, 


without the concurrence of any other (ſpeaking of 
his Catechiſm ) he fully ſets forth their Divine In- 
[titation. 

But of this enough hath been faid; I ſhall now 
give a brief Character of this great Archbiſhop, 
and then propoſe him as an Example of Modeſty 
and Condeſcention in points of Government and 
Diſcipline, to thefe Diſſenters. 

He was a perſon of extraordinary Learning, 
( conſidering the Age in which he lived ) a Do- 
tor of Divinity in Cambridge, an indefatigable 
Student, that had digeſted the Do&trine of the 
Fathers and- Councils into his Common-place- 
books, which confiſted of ſeveral Volumes. . He 
gave the firſt fatal blow to the Pope : for King 
Henry being almoſt wearied by the Popes Delays 
E 2 and 
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and Bulls, was ready to yield. But coming to 
Waltham, where Dr. Cranmer had retired becaule 
of a great Sickneſs in Cambridge, ſome of the 
Council happened into his company, who told 
the Doctor how much the King was troubled at 
the Popes dealing with him ; and deſired his ad- 
vice what might be done in it. To whom the 
Doctor anſwered, That it would be a ſhort and 
ſafe way to clear the buſineſs of the Kings Marriage, 
if it be proved unlawful in it ſelf, by vertne of a di- 
vine prohibition : for the Popes Diſpenſation could 
not make that lawful, which God had made unlawful, 
This ſeaſonable and pertinent advice was ſpeedily 
told the King, who was much taken with it ; and 
ſent immediately for the Do&tor, asking him whe- 
ther he would ſtand to what he faid. The Do- 
ctor modeſtly replied, That zt was his preſent Jud: 
ment, but beſought the King, for his better ſatufatti- 
on, that the judgment 'of the Univerſities might be 
had in it. Which being done, they confirmed Dr. 
Cranmer's Advice ; which was more corroborated 
by the Judgment of forreign Divines and Univerſ:- 
ties: And this animated the King to an irreconci- 
lable breach with the Church of Rome. After 
this, the King took him'into his ſpecial favour, | 
and found him a perſon of fo great Integrity and | 


Ability, that he employed him in ſeveral Embaſ- M * 


ſies to France and Germany. And though that i 
King had caſt- off many great Favourites, ſuch as } 
Cardinal Wolſey and Cromwel ; and although this | 
Dettor . had many great Adverſaries ; yet the | 
; King | 
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King defended ſhim againſt them all. He gave 


0 
e WY him the Archbiſhoprick while he was beyond the 
e &# Seas ; where he tarried as long as he could, ho- 
d & ping that the King might preter ſome other be- 
t MW fore his return, he being unwilling to accept of 
* Wis | 

c Yet this learned Archbiſhop, this great favou- 
4 rite to ſuch a reſolute Prince, never undertook a- 
-, W ny thing of publick concern upon his own Opi- 
;- W nion, but conſulted with his brethren of the 
{ © Clergy, and cauſed the matters in. queſtion to be 
[WF argued by them; and being convinced by their 
y W Arguments, he renounced his own Opintons, and 
1 8 ſubſcribed to theirs. How contrary are the aCt- 


ings of our Dzſſexters to theſe of our firſt Refor- 

mer ? They are but a few private perfons ; they 
| have entertained new and ſtrange Opinions, ſuch 
. & as were never broached in the world before, ſuch 
- | as are m- the Scripture, againſt the Laws of 
. & the Land, againſt the Conſtitution of our Church, 
1 & and of the forreign Churches that deſerve the 
_ & name of Reformed ; they have for ating (o far, 
. & already incurred their Princes juſt diſpleaſure, and 
- 8 lie under great penalties of the Laws; yet in de- 
& fiance of the Laws, and to provoke the King to 
[ & his face, they preſume to offer him a Model for the 
# Subverfion of the eſtabliſhed Government, and to e- 
$ rect ſuch a one as is againſt the King's declared 
| Reſolution, his Oath, and Conſcience, and ſuch a 
one as hath once already ruined Xing, Church, and 
Stare. 
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tation of theſe Reformers, if after theſe miſrepre. 
ſentations of them, they would condeſcend fo far 
as to learn theſe few plain and feafonable Leſſons 
from their Neceſſary Erudition, ſuch as follow. 

In the Chap. of Orders. Although the Office and 
Miniſtry of Prieſts and Biſhops ſtand chiefly in the 


things before rehearſed, yet neither they nor any of 


them may exerciſe and execute any of the ſame Of- 
feces, but with ſuch ſort and ſuch limitation as the 
Ordinances and Laws of every Chriſtian Realm do 
permit ard ſufſer. | 

And ſpeaking of the Right of Chriſtian Kings, 
they fay, That to them it belongeth ſpecially and 
principally to defend the Faith of Chrift and his Re- 
tizion; to conſerve and maintain the true Doftrine 
of Chrift, and all ſuch as be true Preachers and Set- 


fers forth thereof ; to aboliſh all Abuſes, Herefies, | 


* 


uch as of malice be the occafron of the ſame. | 
On the fourth Commandment. They teach us 

to obſerve and not deſpiſe ſuch laudable Ceremonies 
of the Church as ſet forth Gods honour, and appertain 
to good Order to be uſed in the Church,” and theres 
fore concerning ſuch Ceremonies of the Church as have 
been inſtitute by our Forefathers, and be allowed by 
the Princes or Kings of the Dominions, which next to 
- Gad be the chief Heads of the Charches. * Although 
men owrht not to have fo fond opinion of the ſaid 
Ceremonies, to think that they have power to remit 
ſins, yet they be very expedient things to excite or 


ſtir 


and [dolatries; ' and to puniſh with corporal pains 


I ſhould think it ſome fatisfaRtion to the repu- 
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l; // 
ſtir up mens Devotion, and to cauſe them to have the 
more reverence towards the Sacraments. 

On the fifth Commandment. Subjets be 
bound not- to withdraw their Fealty, Truth, Love, 
and Obedience towards their Prince, FOR ANF 
CAUSE WHATSOEVER IT BE, ne for 
any canſe may they conſpire again#? his perſon, ne do 
any thing towards the hinderance and hurt mn 
nor of his Eſtate ; and by this Commandment they be 
bound to obey alſo all the Laws, Proclamations, Pre- 
cepts, and Commandments made by their Princes and 
Governours, except they-be againſt the Command- 
ments of God. And likewiſe they be bound to 0- 
bey all ſuch as be in Authority under their Prince, 
as far as he will have them obeyed ; they mu$t alſo 
give wnto their Prince aid, help, and aſſiſtance, 
whenſoever he ſhall require the ſame, either for ſure- 
ty, preſervation, or maintenance of his Perſon and 
Eſtate, or of the Realm, or of the defence f any of 
the ſame againft all perſons. And there be many 
Examples in SS. of the great Vengeance of God that 
hath fallen upon Rulers, and fuch as have been diſobe- 
dient to their Princes: But one principal Example 
to be noted, is, of the Rebellion which Core, Dathan, * 
and Abiram made again? their Governours Moſes 
and Aaron ; for puniſhment of which Rebels, God not 
onely cauſed the Earth to open and to ſwallow them, 
down, and a great number of other people with them 
with their houſes and all their (ubſtance, but cauſea! 
alſo the fire to deſcend from Feaven and to Burn uj) 
two hundred and fifty Captains which conſpired wit h 
| | Ts them 
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them in the Rebellion. Moreover, all Chriſtian mey 
be bound by this Commandment, to exhibite due ho- 
nour and reverence to the ſpiritual Fathers and Pa. 
rents which have cure and charge of their Souls, a; 
anto thoſe who be appointed by God to miniſter his 
Sacraments to the people, to feed them with his Word, 
and by the ſame to condutt and lead them the Rraight 
way to the Father in Heaven everlaſting. And our 
Saviour Chrift in the Goſpel maketh mention as well 
of the obedience as of the corporal ſuſtenance which all 
Chriſtian people do owe to their Spiritual Fathers: 
Of the Obedience, be ſaith, Whoſoever receiveth you 
recerveth me, and he that heareth you heareth me, 
and he that deſpiſeth you deſpiſeth me. And St. | 
Paul ſaith , Obey your Prelates, and give place to 
them : for they 4 much charge and much care for 
your Souls, as they that muF? give an account : there- 
fore, that they may do it with joy and not with grief, 
(.1. e. ) that they may gladly and with much comfort 
do their care and charge when they do perceive that 
the people be obedient ts their Teaching, like as con- 
trariwiſe though they be bound to do it, yet the peo- 
ple give them little comfort to do it, when they find 
. them diſobedient and repugnant. 

And on the ſixth Commandment. No Sub- 
jets may draw their Swords againft their Prince for 
any cauſe whatſoever it be, nor againt any other 
{ſaving for lawful defence ) without their Princes 
licenſe. And it is their duty to draw their Swords 

for the defence. of their Prince and Realm, whenſoe- 
ver the Prince ſhall command, And although Prin- 
ces, 
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ces, which be the chief and ſupreme Heads of their 
Realms, do otherwiſe than they ought, yet God hath 
aſſigned no Judges over them in this world, but will 

| have the Judgment of them reſerved to himſelf. 

Another teaſonable Leſſon they give. on the 
ninth Commandment. When we know any may to 
do amiſs, not to publiſh his fault to other men to his 
ſlander, but rather to admoniſh him privily, and to 
ſeek his reformation ; to ſpeak well by our Enemies ; 
to excuſe them and anſwer for them that be unjuſtly 
flandered ; and generally in all other things to uſe 
our Tongues in truth to the wealth of our Neighbours. 
» WM Againi? this Commandment offend all they which by 
. 8 lying and uttering of falſe ſpeech decerve and hurt 
) i any man ; and ſuch Lyars be the Devils Children : 
" for, as Sr. John ſaith in his Goſpel, The Devil is a 
Lyar and the Father of Lyars ; and therefore bid- 
S deth St. Paul, That we ſhould put away lying , and 
ſpeak truth every man to his Neighbour. They alſo 
offend againſt this Commandment, which be detra- 
ors, back-biters, and ſlanderers,whom the wiſe man 
doth liken to Serpents that privily bite or ſling 
men behind when they be not ware thereof : and 
ſurely ſuch men, whatever they pretend, go not about 
to heal and amend them that do amiſs, but rather do 
fatisfie their own malice and ſlanderous Tongues : 
for like as the Surgeon that will heal a wound , doth 
cover it and bind it that it take no open air ; ſo if 
we intend the amendment Fj our Neighbours fault, 
we muſt not open it abroad ts his hurt, but muſt be 


forry and pray to God for him, &c. 
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For the Fuller fatisfation of my Readers, 1 

ſhall ſet down the Qpinions for which our Diſſex- 
ters nored this Archbiſhop to be too Eraſtian:; 
which I ſuppoſe are theſe. 

To Queſt. xo. That Princes and Governours 
may make Prieſts by the authority of God committed 
to them, and the People alſo by their Elefion : for as 
we read that Biſhops have done it, Fa Chriſtian Em- 
perours and Princes uſually have done it ; and the 
People before Chriſtian Princes were, commonly did 
elett their Biſhops and Priefts. 

And to the eleventh Queſtion. 7» the New Te- 
ftament be that is appointed to be a Biſhop or Prieſt, 
weeds no Conſecration by the ſcripture ; for their E- 
lefttion or appointing thereunto, is ſufficient. 

And concerning Excommunication, That a Bi- 
ſhop or Prieſt by the Scripture, is neither commanded 
wor forbidden to excommunicate, but where the Laws 
of any Region give him authority. 

This GOpinwn of the Archbiſhops is ſo contrary 
to the power which the Congregational Biſhops ex- 
pet, that they expreſly condemn it of Eraſtza- 
#iſm, (1.e.a too great dependance on the Magi- | 
ſtrate) ſo that it is nogreat wonder if he might 
fometime hold , 7hat Biſhops and Prieſts were at 
one time, and were no two things, but both one Office 
in the beginning of Chriſt's Religion | 

Theſe men might ( and I ſuppoſe did ) read in 
Dr. Burnet's Hiſtory, p. 280. this account of theſe 
Opinions: In Cramner's Papers ſome ſingular O- 
pinion of his about Eccleſiaſtical Afﬀairs, will be 

| found. 
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found. But as they aredelivered by him withall 
poſſible modeſty, ſo they were not eſtabliſhed as 
- the Dodtrine of the Church, but laid afide as par- 
ticular Conceits of his own. And it feems that 
he afterward changed his Opinion : for he ſubſcri- 
bed the Book, ( 7.e. ) the Neceſſary Erudition. 

A very Heathen would abhor ſuch indirect. 
dealing, not onely to conceal a Truth which t 
well knew, but to print the contrary, (viz:) That 
the other Reformers were of Archbiſhop Cranmer's 
Fudgment in the time of Edward. the Sixth : where- 
as Dr. Burnet in more than one or two places, 
ſhews that the Archbiſhop was of their Judgment 
in the days of Zexry the Eighth, and never chan- 
ged it afterward. But their laying ſuch a'Brat of 
their own at the doors of the Archbiſhop''and 
firſt Reformers, is ſuch a way of honouring them, 
as the Diſſexters have uſed to all their Governours 
in Church and State, (1.e:) by ſlandering: the 
footſteps of Gods Anorntdd.: 7 1 SO 003 36415 

And when it is evident with what great eonfi- 
dence theſe 'men do -mifreport matters: of "faCt, 
adde to,alter, and detract from, ſuch Publicl and 
Conſiderable Writings ; howithey-difmemberythe 
Records of the Ancients,” reciting what chakes for 
their intereſt, and ſuppreſſing whatever is againſt 
it: what little reaſon have we to believe that the 
Diſputes -which they maintain about Z2turgies, 
Epiſcopacy, and Ceremonies, 'are matters*of Cor 
ſcience, and ſuch as they really apprehiendo'be 
ſinful ; but:rather Scruples: invented t6 A 
" tne 
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the People, and to facilitate their'de{ignes of Envy 
and Ambition ? | 

The ſin of Suborning Witneſſes to teſtifie an 
Untruth againſt the Lite or Reputation, - though 
but of a przvate perſon, is juſtly abhorred, and de- 
ſerves to be ſeverely puniſhed by a retaliation: of 
thoſe wrongs to which ſuch falſe Witnettes would 
oy betrayed them. See Det. chap. 19.16, 17, 

@ 


: Nec lex eſt jaſtior alla, 
- Quam necis artifices. arte perire ſue. 


But the; ſin of raiſing talſe Evidences. againſt a 
well-eſtabliſhed Government, thereby.not-onely to 
digrace; but utterly deſtroy it, deſerves a greater | 
puniſhment, the intended miſchief being much 
more general. And. when the.:Leaders of the 
people, who have'the chief conduct of their Con- 
ſciences, uſe'vile pra&tices,,-it will raiſe a ſuſfpition 
that their Proſelytes do not much abhor them. | 
But they tell us' of other Writings publiſhed in 
Henry ;the Eighth's:tamae,::7 hat may.encline a judt 
cious'mind to.conclude that the Office of a. PrieFt and 
Biſhop. is the ſame «for this they quiote' a: Treatiſe 
of one Lambert of 'Avynion, which they would 
perſwade us to be- of great authority, and that 
the Opinion was very-cammon at that tume, be- 
cauſe. its 'Tranſlation: was dedicated::to Queen 
Amy 2-45 i they ſhould fay, All that isin our Re- 
þly..isitrue, and is'the common Opinion of our 
Age, : becauſe we have dedicated 'it tothe Right 
MF Honou- 


4 


qi 
fo 
d 
e 
a 
| 
vl 
r 
t 
bs 


the DISSENTERS Plot. 63 


Honourable the Earld of Z7alifax, who is known 
to be one of his Majeſties moſt Honourable Privy 
Council : Although ſuch bold Dedications argue 


| onely the impudence of the Authors, who abuſe 


ſuch great Names to gain ſome colour to their 
Opinions, againſt the - eſlabliſhed Government ; 
ſuch as was that of Lambert, viz. That every Pariſh 
ought, to have its proper Biſhop, and in every City, 
Town, and Village, there ought to be many Biſhops : 
with other ſuch-like ; of which the Diſſenters ſay, 
( how truly, IT hope others will conſider ) That 
within ſeven years after, this Opinion was declared 
to be the Senſe of - the Church of England, as they 
have evinced out of the Neceſlary Erudition. 

And yet after all theſe Defamations of our Re- 
formers, Mr. Lob hath the confidence to boaſt, 
That the Reputation of the firff Reformation is not 
in the leaf blaſted by the Diſſenters, p.*67. of the 
Reply : "And when he tells us, p. 62. That the Pref 
byterian . Diſcipline,. (i. E.)) the Government of Go- 
ſrel© hurches by Presbyters and Deacons, &c. is a 
Diſcipline the truth. of which hath been ſealed by 
the Bloud of bleſſed Proteſtant Martyrs ; a thing in 
which*-our\ Epiſcoparians- cannot make" their boaſF*: 
Is;not *this to-excſude our Reforming Biſhops . 
Cramer; Ridley, Latimer, Hooper, and thoſe Di- 
vines that ſuffered inthe ſame Cauſe; from Mar- 
tyrdom? INSIEEY L NR it 

TT ſhall therefore entreat Mr. Ls, after his e- 
vincing with ſo much 'demonſtration, 7hat be 
hath not- in the leaf: blaſted the Reputation' of ou 


firſt 
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fir# Reformers, to give us, but one probable Argu- 
ment that he hath not demonſtrated the contra- 
ry. And certainly if we had had no Reformers 
in thoſe days but ſuch as contended for a Presby- 
terian Diſcipline Fare Divino, we had had no Re- 
formation to this day. For I hope theſe Diſſer- 
ters, who boaſt ſo much of their Religion. and 
Loyalty, have yet more grace than to call-that a 
Retormation which in Forty tho was begun by an 
open and unnatural Rebellion againſt the beſt of 
Kings, and written in his Bloud, and reduced both 
Church and State into ſuch Bloudguiltineſs: and 
horrid Contufions, as we.are not purged from to 
this day. | YA Tg. \\ 
| = is yet a fifth Aſſertion grounded on 
the Neceſſary Erudition : p. 4. of the Preface. ----- 
 $- That the Superiority-of. one Biſhop over onother, 
- orof a Biſhop over a Presbyter, 3s of humane, nat of 
alivine | Right. : Concerning this '( fay*- they). the 
' Neceſſary Erudition 35 m/e expreſs, in theſe words : 
Whereas we. have ſanmaril F declir ed what Is the Of- 
tice and Minz/tration which in Floly Scripture is com- 
awitted to Biſbops and Prieſts, \leſt peradwenture it 
might, be thought that ſuch 4uthorities,. Pawer,\and 
-Furtſdictiens: as Patriarchs, Primates, Archbifhops, 
nd Metropelitans now hawe,.or heretofore at..any 
time bave hag\juftly aud lawfully over other Biſhops, 
were given them by God in Holy Scripture, (here 
- ts not one.waxd of the Authority of a Biſtiop 0- 
<Vex a Pregbyter, which they. would ſhametully 
.aſten onthe. Reformers ).\ me _thivk. if repuilies 
INF an 
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and neceſſary that all meh ſhould be advertifed and 
taught that all ſuch lawful Powers and Authorities 


of any one Biſhop over another were and be given to 


them by the Conſent, Ordinance, and poſitive Laws 
of men onely, and not by any Ordinance of God it 
Holy Scripture ; and all other Power and Authority 
which any Biſhop hath uſed or exerciſed over another 
( by which they plainly mean the Uſurpations of 
the Biſhop of Rome ) which hath not been given hint 
by ſuch Conſent and Ordinance of men, is in very deed 
0 lawful Power, but plain Uſurpation aud Tyranny : 
(from whence the Refortners conclude ) and 
therefore whereas the Biſhop of Rome hath hereto- 
fore claimed and uſurped, &c. But our Diſſenters 
infer thus: From whence it is manifeſt, that accor- 
ding to them, Dioceſan Epiſcopacy* is of Humane 
Right onely, (1.e. ) any one Biſhop ruling over ano- 
ther Biſhop or Presbyter, &'r. What Paradox of 
Contradiction cannot theſe men proveat this rate ? 
Or what could be done more to juſtifie the Papiſts 
in uſing any ill arts of Equivocations, Falſifica- 
tions, Gc. without any regret of Conſcience, 16 
it may tend to the good of the Kirk 2 Theſe are 
no Piz fraudes , let Presbyterians or Jeſuits uſe 
them never ſo oft. 

Hence they go on; p. 5. to affirm, That the 
power of Dioceſan Biſhops, as'tis circa Sacra, though 
it may be called Eccleſiaſtical, yet if we confider its 
Origine and Source, we ſhall find it to be but Civih,” 
ſeated primarily in the Civil Magiſtrate ; that *ti 
of humane make, and ſo jor but no farther _— 

tan 
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than as fanftioned by the Laws of the Land; 
though I have mentioned many places in that 
book which aſlert the Divine Inſtitution of Dio- 
celan Biſhops, and there be not a word m this 
Quotation to the contrary. But theſe men have 
not wit enough to conceal the miſchievous ends 
which by theſe malicious lyes they ſeck to effect: 
for the Reſult is, p. 5. The King, Lords, and Com- 
mons aſſembled in Parliament, can, as they ſee cauſe, 
make what alterations they {wage in the Epiſcopal or 
Dioceſan Government ; and the Parochial Epiſcopacy 
will not ſtaxd long, when that doth fall, "They 
might have inferred innocently enough, that the 
Magiſtrate might enlarge or narrow any Diocels, 
yea, pull down one, and ereCt another ; they can 
adde to or take from the Epiſcopal Juriſdiction, 
but they cannot (at leaſt according to the Erud; 
tion of a Chriſtian man ) deſtroy the Office of a 
Dioceſan, or take away the Authority given them 
by Chriſt. ts 
But the Diſſenters have other conſiderations to 
prove their Aſſertions. I Epiſcopal Juriſdidtion 
be of Divine Right, ſay they, it lieth not in the 
power of any Prince to alter it ; but ( fay they) 
our Princes ever thought themſelves to have been 
inveſted with a power of exempting, any Presby- 
ter from Epiſcopal Juriſdiction, Ergo. That our 
. Princes judged themſelves to have ſuch a power 
of Exemptions, we are dire&ted to conſult Dr. 
Burnet's Hiſtory of the Reformation, part 1. lb. 3. 
Pp. 103. Where you will find the Complaint > 
| the 
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the Roman Party. beyond the Sea, (z. e. ) of the 
Pape,concerning the Kings encroaching on the Jus - 
ridiction of the Church; Sc. To the which it was 
anſwered, That the Diviſion of the Eccleſraſtical.. 
Teriſdiftzon, whether of Patriarchs, Primates, Me - 
tropolitains, or Biſhops, was according to the Roma# 


Law regulated by the Emperors ; of which the anci- 


ent Councils always approved: And in England, 
when the Biſhoprick of Lincolti being judg'd of t09 
great au extent, the Bifhoprick of Ely was taken out 
of it, it was done onely by the King, with the conſent 
of the Clergie and Nobles. To thisI anſwer, That 
the enlarging or ſtreightning of the Epiſcopal Ju- 
ri{diCtion, as to its extent, is granted to be the Pre: 
rogative of Princes; but the exempting of whole 
Pariſhes, or of Monks 2nd Friars from the Juri( 


dition of the ſeveral Dioceſans, was an Uſurpa- 


tion and Encroaching of the Pope upon the 
Right of Biſhops : but quo jare, we ſhall hear 
from Dr. Burnet in due time, who tells us indeed, 
That the Earl of Hartford had fix good Pretenda- 
ties promiſed hit, and the Lord Cromwel was 
made Dean of Wells; which though they: had no 
cure of Souls, yef (faith Dr. Burnet) wes there 
incumbent on them a ſacred charge in the Cathe- 
drals ; and were juft and neceſſary Encouragements 
for ſuch as by age or other defeits were not fit Fen a 
Parochial charge, and yet were otherwiſe capable. of 
doing eminent ſervice in the Church ; or for the ſup- 
port of ſuch as in their Parochial labours did ſerve 
fo mel as to tnerit Preferment, and yet were ſo mean- 
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' arong for as to need ſome farther help for their 
tence. So that both the exemption of Monks, 
Friars, and others from the Epiſcopal Juriſdiftion, 
was a Popiſh Encroachment : the beſtowing, of Ec- 
clefiaſtical Dignities on Lay-perſons was wo better ; 
for from the beginoing it was not ſo, as the word 
Exemption implierh : for that ſuppoſeth ſome pre- 
ceding Laws from which they were exempted. The 
Kings ( faith Dr. Burnet ) indowed great Churches 
for better ends; and had thoſe Alienations been 
done by Law, it would have been 4 very bad conſe- 
quence; but as it was done, was direttly contrary to 
Magna Charta, and to the Kings Coronation Oath. 
Now let the Reader judge whether theſe Diſſen- 
ters did well to quote Ds. Burnet as to the matter 
of fa, and to ſuppreſs and ſtifle what he faid con- 
cerning the anlawfulneſs of it ; which is ſufficient 
to overthrow this incon{iderate Conſideration of 
our Diſſenters. : 

Another Argument of our Dzſſexters to prove 
that Epiſcopal Juriſdiction is not ſo much as of 
Eccleſiaſtical,but meer Civil Origine, is p. 6. which 
is alſo quoted out of Dr. Burnet's Hiſtory of Refor- 
mation, part I. lib. 3. p. 267. where they pretend 
It is faid , That this great Prince (Hen. 8. ) gave 
out ſuch a Commiſſion to Bonner, and it may be to 
others alſo, as makesit MOST MANIFEST 
that Dioceſan Biſhops were not of Gods, but onely of 
the Magiſtrates Inſtitution. Hence (fay they) Bon- 
ner #» his Commiſſion from the King mot gratefully 
acknowledges that he received it onely from "_ Kings 

| ounty [1 
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bounty, and muff deliver it up again when it ſhould 
pleaſe his Majeſty fo call for it, even as Juſtices of the 
Peace, &c. whoſe Commiſſion 1s ad placitum. 

Now in this our Diſſenzers deal juſt as honeſt- 
ly as in their former Quotations : for Dr. Burnet 
hath printed the Commiſſion at large ; which 
whoever can read, will find the clean contrary to 
be affirmed. Concerning theſe Commiſſions, Dr. 
Burnet ſays (which probably theſe men knew ) 
That by them it is clear that the Epiſcopal Funition 
acknowledged to be of divine appointment ; and 
that the pas named by the King, was no otherwiſe 
than as Lay patrons preſent to Livings. See p. 2.18. 
But this manner of appointing Bilhops was not 
long in uſe; it ended with Zarly Biſhop of He- 
reford: and the intent of it was, that they ſhould 
execute their authority in the Kings name. But 
in Queen Elizabeth's time an ACt of Parliament 
was paſt, for making of Biſhops by the ancient 
way of Conge 4 eſlire, as it had been until the 25 
of King Henry the Eighth, and not as in the latter 
end of his Reign, and in the days of Edward the 
Sixth. But as if theſe mens Opticks were extin- 
guiſhed when any light is offered them, they can- 
not ſee what their own Author writes concerning 
this, p. 218. The Biſhop (by ſuch Patents ). was 
onely legally authorized in ſuch a part of the Kingdom 
fo execute that Funtion which was to be derived to 
him by Impofition of Hands. Therefore here was no 
pretence for denying that ſuch perſons were trus Bi- 
ſhops (as both Papiſts and Diſſenters have faid ) 


F i3 and 
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and for faying as ſome have done, that they were not 
from Chrift, Fut from the King. So the Dotor. 
Bur hear the Commiſſion ſpeak for it ſelf, and 
then judge how mf? manifeft it 1s, that Dzoceſan 
Biſhops are onely of the Magiſtrates Inſtitution, 


from this Cotnmiſſion ; and Idoubt not you will | 


find it a moſt manifeſt Fiftion, 
"The inſcription of the Commiſſion by which 


they fay Boner held his Biſhoprick , ſhews. of.. 

what nature it was, ( wz.) Licentia Regja con-. 
. . Y js ; » ry * «4 

ceffs Domino Epiſcopo ad exercendam Juriſdictionem 


Epyſcopatem, (1.e:) the Kings Licenſe granted to 
the Lord Biſhop for the exerciſing of his Epiſco- 
pal Juriſdion, Which did no otherwiſe con- 
ſtitate.him a Biſhop, than a Licenſe to a Phy fician 
to practice, makes him a Phyſician, He was Bi- 
{hop before : ' for fo the King ſtiles him, Reverend 
in Chriſto Fatri, Edmando Londonenſi Epiſcopo < 
but the deſigne was that he ſhould own the autho- 
' rity of his Furifdiction to be derived from the 
King, and.not from the Pope, as is manifeſt jn the 
firſt” words of that Commilſion----Quandoquidenn 
omuis Furiſdicendi; authoritas atque etiam Jurif- 
diftis Oniniodo, tam illa que Ecclefraſtica dicitar, 
gain Secularis, 2 Fo 4 poteſtate, welut 4 ſuprema 


cipite, & omuium infra reguum noſtrum Magiſtra- 
tattin fonts & ſcatarigine, F ens emanavit, &c.. 

| ctive authority, as well 
that which is called Fecleſiaſtical 2s Secular, did. 


(76) Whereas all Juriſd 


originally flow from the Regal power, as from its 
Wp:Eine Head, aid alſo of all Magiſtrates within 
Ty 


£ -Aa co faews fb | fed yy, os mw _ Um, A pac 


Fond ay — MW. 4 Bo EY ng #— SV bs 5 


Pa } —_—__ "*Y a. 


the DISSENTERS Plrt. 71x 
our Kingdom, as from its Fountain and Source? 
&c. This was the onely end of that Commiſ 
fion, to make void the dependance of the Engliſh 
Biſhops on the See of Rome. The King meddled 
not with the Office of a Biſhop, but the Accidents 
onely : which is plainly allo expretled in the 
Commiſſion; Prater & ultra ea que 1ibi ex ſa- 
cris literis Divinitus Commiſſa eſſe dignoſcantur, be: 
ſides and beyond thoſe things which are by Di- 
vine Inſtitution committed unto thee in the Holy 
Scriptures. Now what can be-more contrary to 
the Allegation of theie. Diſſenters, than the Letter 
and Sence of this Commitlton, which they pro- 
duce for it ? for trom theſe premiſes they as falſly 
as peremptorily conclude, p. 7. Thus a Dieceſan 
Epiſcopacy at bet was judged but a humane Creature, 
owing to the Magiſtrate alone for its riſe and conſer- 
vation. - Behold the Diſſenters Modelty ! 

Another proof theſe Diſſenters officer ( though 
it be but a repetition of what hatly been already 
confuted ) Secondly ( ſay they )- this ſeems to be 
the ſence of the Reformers in Edward the Sixth's 
time ; though they give no other evidence for it 
than what was done by Archbiſhop Crymer in 


Henry the Eighth's time, when if the Archbiſhop - 


had any private Sentiments differing from the 
reſt of the Reformers, he exploded them all by 
his ſubſcription to the Neceſſary Erudition , as 
themſelves obſerved ; in which Opinion, as to this 
of the Epiſcopal FunC&tion, he continued to his 
death ; acknowledging himſclt to be Archbiſhop 
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of Canterbury, as Ridley another Martyr did that 
he was Biſhop of Lond when they ſuffered un- 
der Queen Mary. To talk therefore of the pro- 
greſs made by Archbiſhop Cranmer in the days of 
Edward the Sixth, or how far he would have 
gone, becauſe they produce nothing as to the 
point in hand, is but a dream of theſe Diffenters ; 
and for ſuch I let it paſs, ſeeing they affirm , that 
what they infiſt 'on in this place about Cranmer, 
is taken out of Dr. Burze?s Hiſtory, and a Re- Wl 7 
cord in him out of Dr. $::/ingfleet's Manuſcript, W a 
which hath been already conſidered. v 
A third Argument, p. 8. runs thus: Such i the i 

A 
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Prerogative of his Majeſty in Ecclefiaſtical as well as 
Civil Afﬀairs; that the aſſerting the Divine Right 
of Epiſcopacie 1s inconfiſtent with it. But when Ii * 
theſe men had made a great flouriſh concerning il ze 
the Kings Supremacy in Eccleſiaſtical Afﬀairs ( of il 
which it will appear by their own practice, that IW 7: 
they are not very tender ) they are forced to ac- iſ 2/ 
knowledge, p. 8. That z# s the ſenſe of the Church of ill (\ 
England, that Princes are ordaiued of God to go- il ( 
wern Ecclefraſtical as well as other perſons; (and MW /t 
they might have added Cafes too) and therefore MW P 
if ( fay they ) we: conſider ſuch. as are appointed by il c: 
the King to. govern under bim 'circa Sacra , as the il 7 
Officers of God fundamentally; aud not formally,it may | 
be granted. What may be granted? The Anſwer I ti 
ought to be thus expreſt ; That thofe that are fun- i © 
damentally the Officers of God, bave not their depen- 
dance on the King for thoſe Offices : this is their 
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meaning, though they bring it in with a But But 
when we ſpeak of the Officers of Chrift in contradi- 
ſtinilion to the Officers of the King , we meau ſuch 
whoſe authority is from God , and remains good 
though the Prince ſhould oppoſe it ; as in the Caſe of 
the Primitive Officers of Divine Inſtitution, who be- 


ing forbidden to preach in Chriſts name, could reply, 


Whether we ſhall obey God or man, judge ye * Now 
let the Reader obſerve how careful theſe D:ſſexs 
ters are of the Kings Prerogative, how kind they 
are to themſelves, and injurious to the Biſhops, of 
whom they. ſay, Such as are Officers of the King, 
whether about the matters of the Lord, or about the 
King, (1. e. ) whether Circa Sacra or Civil Afﬀairs, 
'tis in the power of the ſupreme Magiſtrate to give. or 
take his Commiſſion as it pleaſeth him, yea, to dire 
to the uamber of ſuch Ofecersand to alter and change 
as the neceſſity of Aﬀairs and the ſtate of the Nas» 


tional Conſtitution ſhall require. But then as for 


the Office of a.Presbyter. or Congregational Biſhop 
(which is the name and thing they long for) this 
ſo much of God, that what Right ſoever the Magi» 
Strate may have concerning, Nomination, -Eleftion, or 
Preſentation ( which yet they will not grant, but 
contend that it belongs to the People ): his. prohibi» 
tion cannot make void that Commiſſion he hath recei« 
ved from Feſus Chrif# : They it ſeems may mul- 
tiply to what number, and preach where and as 
oiten as they pleaſe, And if we change the term 
of a Dioceſan Bifhop ( who they fay is not of Di- 
y1ne Inſtitution ) into that of a Congregational Bi- 


ſhop, 
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ſhop, which they contend to be 10; then all thoſe 
evil conſequences which they falſly ſuggeſt againſt 
the Dzoceſans, will faſten on the Congregational 
Biſhops. Thus, p. 10, 11. If Church-government 
''y C os) be of Divine Right, there can 
e no alteration of it ; and conſequently, Parochial 
or Congregational Biſhops muſt not be touched : 'th 
damgerous to come too neer that Mount, For which 
reaſon, how miſchievous ſoever ſuch Congregational 
Biſhops may be in proceſs of time to.the Civil Govern: 
ment, the Civil, not the Fcelefraftical, muſt be at 
tered, the State muff ſubmit to theſe Biſhops : for 
the King, according to this Hypothefis, hath nothing 
to do with Church-affairs , which are wholly by the 
word of God confined to Church-men , amoug whoſe 
wumber the King cannot be juſtly mentioned, neither 
may the. King take any Cognizance of what '1s done a» 
wmong. them, nor may they hold their Courts in his, but 
onely in their own Name, or rather in Fefus Chriſts. 
Whoever reads the Hiſtory of the Scotiſh Presby, 
zery, will find that their pratice hath been agree- 
able to all thefe Poſitions of theirs ; and the like 
hath been aimed at by our Presbyteries and Diſ- 
fenters at home. But it 1s a humour which pre- 
dominates in theſe men, | | 


Agyoſcere nolunt, quod ixnorare 0u Poſſunt. | 
See Biſhop Sporſwood's Fliftory, and King Charles 


his large Declaration. ; 
Itis alſo well worth our obſervation, what they 
ſay, 


the DISSENTERS Plet. 76 


fay, p. 9. There mui be regard had to the preſent 
temper and [tate of the Kingdom in which the Church 
is, and a ſuiting the Eccleſiaft ical Aﬀairs ſo far as 
they may have influence on the State, after ſuch a 
manner as is moſt conducing to the more firm eſtabliſh 
ment of the fundamental Conſtitution, and conſequent 
peace of the State.: to which end the Civil Magie - 
ftrate muff ſtill firmly adhere ta that known Rule by 
which King Henry profeſſed to walk ; which u ex- 
preſſed in the Neceſſary Erudition , ( vis.) The 
Seriptare doth teach that all Chriſtian people, as 
well as Prieſts and Biſhops, ſhould be obedient unto 
Princes and P otentates of the world. For the truth 
i5, that God conſtituted and ordaind the authority of 
Chriſtian Kings and Princes to be the woft high and 
ſupreme above all other Powers and Officers in this 
world in the regiment and government of their Peve 
ple, and committed to them, as unto the chief. Heads 
of the Commonwealth, the Cure and Overſight of all 
the People which be in their Realms and Dominions, 
without any exceptions; and to them of right by 
Gods Command belongeth not onely to prohiþit Wn» 
lawful violence , to correft Offenders by corporal 
death or other puniſhment, to. cenſure moral Honeſty 
among their Subjeits according ta the Laws of their 
Realms, to defend Juſtice, pl to- procure the publick 
Weal and common Peace and Tranquility in outward 
and earthly things; but (NB) eſpecially and prin» 

cipally to ; wks, the Faith of Chrift and bis Reli- 
gzon, to conſerve and maintain the true Doftrine of 
Chrift, and all ſuch as be true Preachers and "— 

ort. 
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forth thereof; and to aboliſh alf Abuſes, Fereſies, 
and Idolatries , and to puniſh with corporeal pain 
ſuch as of malice be the occaſion of the ſame ; ' and 
fnally to overſee and cauſe that the ſaid Biſhops 
and Prieſts do execute their Paſtoral Office truly and 
faithfully , and eſpectally in thoſe points which by 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles were given and committed to 
them : And incaſe they ſhall be negligent to exe- 
cute the ſame, to cauſe them to Ms ky and ſup- 
ply their lack : and if they obſlinately withſtand 
their Princes kind monition, and will not mend their 
faults ; then to put others in their room. And God 
hath alſo commanded the ſaid Biſhops and Prieſts to 
obey with all humbleneſs and reverence both Kings, 
aud Printes, and Governours, and all their Laws, 
( NB.) not being contrary to the Laws of God, 
whatſoever they 3 and that not onely propter 


tram, ### propter Conſcientiam; ( 2. e. ) not one- | 


ly for fear of puniſhment, but alſo for diſcharge of 
Conſcience. h : 2 
Now how cheerfully theſe Dzſſexters have 
yielded | obedience to all ſuch Laws of the Ma- 
giftrates asare not contrary to the Laws of God, 
whatſoever they be., and that not proprer iram, 
but Conſcientiam, (4. e. ) not for fear of punifh- 
ment, but alſo for diſcharge of Conſcience ; their 
railing, at the Laws as tearing Engines, and the 
Magiſtrates as Perſecaters, and outing them 
by conſtant Conventicles, and other dangerous 
Meetings and Aſſociations, 1s too notorious. And 
ſuch practices ſhew, that they are ſo far from 0- 
== beying 
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beying for Conſcience , that they contemn the 
Magiſtrates Wrath ; as if God had given him the 
Sword in vain. And whether Zpiſcopacy or Preſs 
bytery have been moſt agreeable to the Civil Go- 
vernment, we have had ſuch a dreadful inſtance 
at home, as well as many terrible ones abroad, 
as may for ever affright the Nation from coun» | 
tenancing the like. It is yet freſh in memory, 
how many ſuch Congregations as are now plea» 
ded for, petitioned to bring the Royal! Martyr to 
the Block, to make good the Royal Maxime, No 
Biſhop, no King, 

I cannot chuſe but think how well theſe men 
would have complied with King Farrys Rule. 
He would certainly have found or made them 
much more obedient Subjects than they have 
t een to Charles.the Firſt, or Second : He would 
have reckoned with them for their 01d Mampſe- 
mus, as well as their New Sumpfimus ; their mure 
murings againſt Old Conltitutions, and their pro= 
moting of New oyes: His Cat with Six Tails 
would have drawn more bloud from ſuch pers 
ſons, than the moſt rigorous Laws of all the 
Proteſtant-princes, and all the Impoſitions ſince, 
which they call Briars, and Thorns , and tearing 
Engines; or the Subſcription to the Thirty 
nine Articles, which they term Forty S7ripes ſave 
one. That one ACt de Haeretico comburendo lates 
ly repealed, and the hereticating A& of that 
Kings Szx Articles, which Cranmer in vain oppo= 
kd three days together in Parliament, and yet 
the 
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the King got it to be confirmed, ( which enadted 
to this efte&t following) might deſerve the lan« 
guage they now give to the eſtabliſhed Laws: 


but none durſt be ſo bold. 


1. Whoever ſhould deny that wnder the form ef 
Bread and Wine there is not really the natu« 
ral Body and Bloud of Chriſt conceived of the 


Virgin Mary ; 


2.. Or affirm that the Communion of the bleſſed 
Sacrament in both kinds is neceſſary for the 


Souls health ; 


3. Or that any man might Marty after the Order 


of Prieſtbood received ; 


4. Or that Women having vowed C haſtity might 


marry 5 


5, Or that private Maſſes were not lanful, and | 


agreeable tn the Word of God ; 


6.-Or that Auricular Confeſſion was not necef[a- 
ry to be uſed in the Church of God, ſhould ſuf- 
fer death, and forfeit Lands and Goods as a 


Felon. 31 H.8. c. 14. 


I truſt they would not have declaimed fo pub- 
lickly againſt that bloudy A&, as they. do now 
egainſt the innocent and peaceable Subſcriptions 
by Law required. They are the Laws, and in 
them the Law-givers, that are moſt under Pers 
ſecution, being affronted by thoſe Tranſgreſlors 


that atand write in defiance of them. The Per- 


Jon of Quality that wrote to his Friend 


FY the 
C 0u#4 


Country, ſays of the Act for the Militia, That it 


* eftabliſhed a Standing Army by a Law, ſwearing us 


toa Military Government ; That the Aft for regus 
lating Corporations , was for the keeping the weal- 
thieit, worthieft, and ſobereFt men out of the Ma- 
giſtracy of thoſe places ; That the Five-mile- Aft 
was the impoſing of a mo#? unlawful and unjuſtifiable 
Oath ; and the Att for Uniformity was fatal to our | 
Church, in throwing out a oa great number of wor« 
thy, learned, pious,and Orthodox Divines. Though 
theſe Laws be no otherwiſe a perſecution, than 
the order of a Phyſician or Friend, to keep down 
by ſtrong might a diſtempered perſon that in a 
Phrenſie hurts himſelf and thoſe that watch for 
his good. Non perſequitur Medicus eagrum , ſed 
eger Medicum. 

One thing I am ſomewhat better informed of 


' by theſe men than.I were; to wit, of what Re- 


ligion theſe men are : They are not Queen El;- 
zabeths Proteſtants, nor Proteſtants of the eſta» 
bliſhed Church under King Fames, or Charles the 
Firſt, or Second ; but ?rxe Proteftants according ts 
the primitive Conſtitution of the Church of Eng» 
land i» the days of King Henry ; Henrician Pro- 
reflants (2.e. in fome things Papifts, and Prote- 
Ftants in ſome others : ) And there have been ma- 
ny confiderable points ſhewn, wherein they agree 
with the oze as well as with the other. But this 
is a quality of all Male-contents, to complain 
that the former times were better than the preſent ; 
and the firſt Conſtitution in the days of King 
Henry 
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Henry the Eighth , and King Edward the Sixth, 
better than the eſtabliſhment ever ſince Queen 
Elizabeth reigned. | 

But I would ask theſe men, Could they have 
conformed to Epiſcopacy and Liturgie under King 
Heary the Eighth , or Edward the Sixth , and 
can they not now ? Was not Epiſcopacy the ſame 
then as it is now ; and the Ziturgze much better 
now than it was then 2 Could you conform to 
Henry the Eighth's Primer, to his fix Articles and 
feven Sacraments 2 or to the Liturgze eſtabliſhed 
by King Edward the Sixth, wherein were many 
things that were deſervedly accounted Zneprias 2 
As in the Communion-sfice, where they commend 
to the mercy of God all his Servants departed 
hence from us ; And that God would command 
ear Prayers and _ by the miniſtry of 
bis holy Adzels to be brought up into his holy Tabers 
wacle : The commending Awricular and Secret 
Confeſſion to the Prieſt : And in the Office of Ba- 
þtiſm, enjoyning a great part of that Office to be 
performed the people ſtanding at the Church-door ; 
_ andthen to zake the child by the right-hand , and 
lead it towards the Font : To figne it with the figne 
of the Croſs on the Breaft, as well as the Forehead. 
The uſe of Exorciſm, in theſe words : 7 command 
thee, thou unclean Spirit, in the Name of the Fa- 
ther, &&c. to come out and depart from this Infant. 
The dipping the child three times in the Water, 
( except in caſe of weakneſs ) firft on the right- 
fide, then on the left , and then with the Face 1 
wards 
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wards the Water. Then to put on it the Cryſom» | 

ſaying, Take thou this white Veſture for a Ti cen of | 

the Innocency, &c. Then to anoint the Infant on 

the head, praying God to anoint him with the Un- | 

tion of the Spirit. And (to omit many other | 

things ) anointing. the fick, and ſigning his breaſt | 

with the figne £ the Croſs. Commending at the | 

time of burial z»to the hands of Gods mercie the © 

Souls of the departed, 

 Astor the Book of conjeerating Biſhops, Prieſts, 

and Deacons, it was added to the Liturgie by Kin { 

Edward, as it is receiyed now, with ſome Pak. 

terations ( mentioned by Dr. Barnet) for the 

BEI; IE ao ors 
His Articles, and As for Uniformity, were as 

ſevere as any that arenow. And all theſe were | 

eſtabliſhed in Archbiſhop Cranmer's time , and | 

with his good approbation. So that it 15 an ug- 

paralle'd piece of . confidence to aſſert, as theſe 

Diſſenters do, p. 7. concerning the firſt Opinions 

of Archbiſhop Cranmer, ( viz. ) . That Biſhops and 

Prieſts were at one time, and were no two things, but 

both one. Office ; and that in the New Teſtament, 

He that is appointed to be a Biſhop or Prieſt, needeth 

#0 Conſetration by the SS. for eleftion or appointment 

thereto -1s ſufficient. That they cannot underſtand 

that he did. at any time vary from thoſe Opinions in 
3 ST > OY CO RAY + \ | Wo; 0;'.b 

the eaſt; and that im the Neceſlary Erudition, 

which he ſubſcribed, there is mothing aſſerted but 

what w confiſtent with, or an Apjrobiten of . what 

0 


ivas the Archbiſhop's Opinion about theſe points, iS 


all 
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an egregious, groſs, and ſcandalous Fition. But 
togoon: 6 neat 

In the Articles of Religion, printed x 552. to 
root out the Diſcord of Opinion, &c. there is oxe 
of the Traditions of the Church, which ſays, Whoe- 
ver through his private judgment willingly and pure 
poſely doth openly break the Traditions and Ceremi- 
mies o the Church , which be not repugnant to the 
Word of God, and be ordained and approved by com- 
mon Authority, ought to be rebuked openly (_ that 0- 
ther may fear to + the like) as one that offendeth | 
againſt the common Order of the Church, avid hurteth | 
Te Authority of the Magiſtrate, and woundeth the 
Conſciences of weak Brethren. And in'another Ar- F 
ticle concerning the Liturgy; it is thus declared : 
The Book (of Prayets) which of very late time 
was given to the Church of England by Authority of 
Parliament , containing the Manner and Porm f | 
praying, 'and miniſtring the Sacraments ; and. t 
Book of ordering Miniſters of the Church, ſet forth by 
the foreſaid Authority, are godly, and in no point re- 
Pugnant to the wholſome Dottrine of the Goſpel, but 
_ agreeing therevinto, dt "and brat the 

a 


Jame not a little ; and therefore” of all faithful M 
niſters of the Church' of England, and chiefly of the Ml © 
Miniſters of the Lord,ought to be recerved. 
lowed with all readineſs of mind and thanſsrumy Þ 
' and to be commended to the People of God. "Beſides, 
the Diſcourſe concerning Ceremonies retained inour WM * 
Book, was then ſet forth ; as alſo a Proclamation 
againſtthoſe that innovate, alter, or leave down an) 
x Rite 


the DISSENTERS Plt. 83 
Rete or C eremony in the Church, and that preach 
without Licenſe; printed in the ſecond year of 
Edward the Sixth, (to which the Form for Bid- 
ding of Prayers may be added.) See p. 128. of 
Dr. Burne?'s ſecond part. All which notwithſtan- 
ding, Bucer and Peter Martyr approved of Con- 
formity. | | 
And Mr. Calvin himſelf both perſwaded and ' 
approved all that was done in the ſecond Liturgy 
of King Edward, in an Epiſtle of his to the then 
Proteftor, being the forty firſt Epiſtle in the Edi- 
tion at Amfterdam, 1667. to this effe&t : Let there 
be publiſhed a Semmary of Doftrine to be received 
all, which all may conform to in their preaching ; 
or the obſervance of which, let all Biſhops and Pas 
riſh-Priefts be obliged by Oath; and let none be 


admitted to Ecclefiaftical Funftion , unleſs he pro- 


miſe to obſerve that conſent of Dofrine inviolate : 
tet there be alſo a common form of Catechiſm for the 
uſe of Children : T alſo greatly approve that there 
be a certain Form of Prayers and Ecclefiaſtical 
Rites from which it ſhould not be lawful for the Pa- 
ſors to recede in their Funition ; as well to provide 
for the Jnpitcity and unskitfulneſS of ſome, as alſo 
that thereby the conſent of all the Churches may 
more certainly appear ; an aft, that the yy 
tevity of ſome men, who affett Novelties, may be 
prevented. So that there ought to be an fabled 
Catechiſm, an eſtabliſhed Adminiſtration of the $a- 
craments, and publick Form of Prayers. 
Now I would ask our Diſſenters , whether if 
| G 2 | they 


. 
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they had lived in thoſe days, they would have 
conformed to that Epiſcopacie, Liturgie, and Ce- 
remonies which were then eſtabliſhed, or not 2 If 
they would not, why dg they ſo cry up that Epiſ- 
— copacie and Reformation which was then eſtablt- 
thed, accuſing the preſent Church of degenerating 
from it2 Why. do they applaud Cranmer, who 
dicd Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and Ridley Biſhop 
of Londoy, and thoſe that joyned in- that Refor- 
mation,” as bleſſed Martyrs and Confeſſors ; and a- 
bominatc our preſent Biſhops as Thorns and T hi- 
ſtles, the Military Inſtruments of the Devil, and 
condemn them for intolerable Impoſitions 2. Would 
not their Noncouformity tlien, have caſt a great 
Reproach both 'on thoſe Biſhops, their perſons, 
actions, and ſufferings, as if they had been ( as 
they. ſay ours .are now ) Antichriſtian Biſhops, 
Verſecutors, and Tyrants > Or if they would have | 
contormed then, why do they not.do ſo now, 
when our Biſhops are in Office the very fame; 
and the Liturgy, and conditions of Communion 
as to that, are much more caſie, by reaſon of many 
Amendments ( as they confeſs. ) The late Acts 
of Parliament required of Miniſters to capacitate 
—__ them for their Function, are ſuch as -( they fay ) 
they cannot without fin ſubmit unto : but what is 
that to a Lay-conformity, to which none of thoſe | 
things are required? Why do they amuſe the 
Feople with many heinous ſins in our Conformi- 
ty, and keep them till in a ſtate of Schiſm, and 
like thoſe , Mar. 23. 13. will neither enter into a 
Com- 
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Communion with us themſelves, nor ſuffer thoſe _ 


that would to enter * And do not this Triumvirate 
witneſs againft themſelves, as thoſe there did , that 
(notwithſtanding their building the Tombs of thoſe 
Prophets, and garniſhing the Sepulchres of thoſe 
righteous perſons, and bailing their undeferved 
ſufferings ) by their irreconcilable hatred to their 
lawful and religious Succeſlours , they are far 
from being the Diſciples of thoſe holy men > Did 
not Dr. Taylor, a learned Martyr, declare of the 
Liturgy as it ſtood in Edward the Sixth's days, 
that according to the Rules of our Chriſtian Reli- 
= in every behalf, »o Chriſtian Conſcience could 
e offended with any thing therein contained? and 
is1t well done to fill the Conſciences of the Peo- 
ple now with Scruples againſt almoſt every part 
_ of it? How theſe men would have demeaned 
themſelves under the Impolitions and Biſhops in 
the days of Henry the Eighth, and Edward the 
Sixth, I cannot divine, Uniformity being as ſtriCt- 
ly enjoyned then, -as it 1s now. For ſuch as did 
officiate in any other manner than was preſcribed by 
the Liturgie, were for the firi# offence to ſu _ fix 
months impriſonment ; for the ſecond, to be impri- 
ſoned during life : and-if any ſhould print in defa- 
. mation of it, or threaten Clergie-men for uſing of it, 
he was to be fined 101. for the firft offence, 201. 
for the ſecond, and for the. third to. forfeit all his 
Goods, and ſuffer impriſonment during life. 

\ And as for the Reign of Queen Mary, let thg 
' Book of Martyrs be viewed, and it will appear that 
G 3 they 


-—uch as were eminent Aflertors of t 
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they who bore Teſtimony to the Truths of Chriſt, 
and truly deſerved the name of Martyrdom, were. 

bh eſtabliſhed 
Ppifcopacy and Liturgie; fuch as Cramer, Ridley, 
Latimer, Hooper, Tayler. Nor can there be a 
greater Reproach to the Sufferings of thoſe men, 


than to bring into the Catalogue of Martyrs with 


them, ſuch as ſuffered either 1n the days of King 
Edward or Queen Mary, for denying the Deity 
or Humanity of Chriſt, the Doctrine of the Tris 
nity, &c. 

And as probably they would not have confor- 
med under King Edward, ſo it appears they did 
not under Queen Elizabeth. The happy Go 
vernment of this incomparable Princeſs is defa» | 
med, even for that which would have been highly 
commended in others. Her moderation, and re» 
ſpect to the falvation of all Dzſſenters, by inlar- 
ging the terms of Communion ; ſee what the 
Diſſenters ſay, p. 6.4. of the Reply : The great pro- 
penſion in Queen Elizabeth's days to gain over the 
"__ Party to her Communion by thoſe alterations 
made in the Liturgie in favour Fd the Papiſts, the 
ordering the Sacramental Bread to be made round 
in the faſhion of the Wafers uſed in the time of (fueen 
Vary, the —_— £7 able to be placed KA 
Altar ſtood, Exc. was attended with the conformity 
of many who were cordially afſefted to the intereſt of 
the Church of Rome. So tar the Difſenters: But 
_ It 1s well known, that within the firſt ten years 
of her Majeſties Reign, in which this Latitude was 
—_ : granted, 
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pranted, the Conſtitution of the Nation. was ſo al- 
tered, that whereas in Queen _— Reign they 
were generally Papiſts, many of: them were by 
theſe moderate proceedings become real Prote- 
ſtants. And the very truth is, her Indulgence 
wrought better effects on that ſort of Recuſants, 
than on ſome others, over whom ſhe was forced 
by. their obftinate behaviour to carry a ſtrict. 
hand, and to joyn them in the fame Acts of Par- 
liament for retaining her Majeſties Subjefts in due 
Obedience, which are yet in force. And hence it 
is we have ſuch ſevere Refle&tions on her Perſon 
and Government. 'Though the World could not 
ſhew a better Prince, or more equal Adminiſtra- 
tions in the Government of Church or State, yet 
ſpare they not to revile her at this inſtant, and 

complain that ſhe carried not on the Reformation in 


Jome reſpets ſo far as King Edward had done ; and 


great endeavours are uted to have her Acts of 
Parliament reſcinded. Queen Elizabeth ( fay 
the Diſſenters, p. 63. of Reply, as Dr. Burnet moſt 
admirably expreſſeth it) though ſhe had beer 
bred up from her infancy with a hatred to the Pa- 
pacie, and a love to the Reformation ; yet As her firff 
impreſſions of her Father's Reign were in favour of 


ſuch old Rites as he had ſtill retained : ſo in her na- 


ture ſhe loved State, and ſome magnificence in Re- 
ligion, as well as in every thing olfe She thought 
that in her Brothers Reign they had ſtript it too 
much of external Ornaments, and had made their 
Dofrine tao narrow in ſome points : therefore ſhe in- 

+ tended 
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tended to have ſome things explained in more gene- 
ral terms, that ſo all Parties might be comprehended 
by them: She inclined to keep up Images in the 
Churches, and to have the manner of Chriſts pre- 
ſence in the.Sacrament left in ſome general words, 
that thoſe who believe a corporal preſence, might not 
be driven away from the Church by too nice an ex- 
Planation of it. Hiſtory of Reformation, part. 2. 
lib. 3. SI I : 

inks. Firſt, as for Images, ſhe onely forbad the 
removing of them in a tumultuary way, which 
might cauie many inconveniencies : but as ſoon 
as the was fetled, it 1s known that by her [njune 
(tons ſhe cauſed all Images to be removed out of 
the Churches : Then for the points of Doftrine, 
they arc as they were then ; and as to herconti- 
nuing the Church in its ſplendour, was there not 
a cauie? Dr. Barret gives a good one. Some of 
the Queer's Courtters had an eye to the fair Mannors 
of the. great Sees ; and being men of ill tempers, and 
lives; and probably af no Religion, would have. per- 
ſwaded the Cucen that nothing could unite all the Re- 
formed C hurches ſo effettually, as to bring the E neliſh 
Church to the Model beyond the Seas; and that it 
would much enrich the Crown, if | ſhe took the Reve- 
zues of the Biſhops and Cathedrals. into her ow 
hands. This made theſe on the other hind whga 
layed ta heart the true intereſt of the Proteſtant 
Religion, and therefore endeavoured to preſerve the 
Church in that ſtrong and well-modelled frame to 
which it was brought ; particularly the Lord Bur 
5 | VIE leigh, 
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leigh, the wiſeFt Stateſman of that Age, and perhaps 
of = other, ſtudy how to engage The Qieen x 
f intereft to ſuppart it : They demonſtrated ta 
er, that theſe new Models would certainly bring 
with them a great abatement of her Majeſties Pre- 
rogative, fince if the concerns of Religion came into - 
popular hands, there would be 4 fewer ſet up diſtin 
from hers, over which ſhe could have no authority. 
Et hinc ill lachrymz. 
The great deſigne of the Queen and her Coun- 
cil being to unite the Nation in one Faith, they 
thought fit to remit the rigour of ſome Laws, 
and to omit that paflage in the Litany of Edward 
the ſixth, From the Tyranny of the Church of Rome 
and her deteſtable Enormities. And whereas in 
King Henry's time to deny the taking of the Oath 
of Supremacy, which might be then offered to all, 
was madeTreaſon and a Premanire ; the Oath was 
made more facile for a time, by omitting the Ti- 
tle of Supreme Head; and the puniſhment was 
onely loſs of Goods, for thoſe that denied it ; and 
no man to. be in any publick Employment that 
refuſed it. - But it was not then generally impoſed 
on all. _ 
- And the reaſon for omitting theRubrick concer- 
ning kneeling at the Communion, was, as Dr. Burnet 
fays,p.392. That they might not ſeem to exclude the 
belief of the corporal preſence, which a great part of 
the Nation then believed. And whereas the words 
ar” the delivery of the Elements in King Edward 
the ſixth's firſt Liturgy , ( viz.) The Body _ 
4 Blou 
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Bloud of Feſus ChriFt preſerve thy Bady and Soul, 
&c. were left out in the ſecond Liturgy, as too 
much favouring the Corporal preſence ; inſtead 
whereof theſe words onely were uſed, 7ake and 
gat this in. remembrance that Chrift died for thee : 
They now joyned both thoſe together in Queen 
Elizabeth's Liturgy. And I never yet heard of 
any Objection againft it. 

And by this moderation, the Heads of the Ros 
miſh Faction yielding Conformity, (though the 
did it feignedly, yet) 'great numbers of the people 
did truly and conſtantly conform, and lived in 
due obedience to her Majeſty : whereby the pub-+ 
lick Peace was preſeryed,which had been frequent- 
ly diſturbed by divers Inſurre&ions and Rebel- 
lons in the days of King Hexry her Father, and 
her Brother King Edvard the ſixth ; and the true 
Religion preſerved, as by Gods mercy we now 


eration, are deſcribed in what followeth, as 
alſo the good effects of it. 

een Elizabeth in her Inflrudtions to Sir 
Francs Walfingham, Aug. 11. 1570. affirms, That 
the Heads of the Romiſh Party did ordinarily reſort 
from the beginning of her Reign in all open places to 
the Churches, and to Divine Service in the Church, 
without contradittion, or ſhew of wiſliking. Which 


Edward Cooke declared in his Charge at Norwich- 


Aﬀize, 1605. And our Diſſenters acknowedge, 
P- 64.. of the Reply » That the great Propenſion FR 


Queen 


k 


joy it. The excellent grounds of that Queen's | 
m 


was during rhe firf? ten years of her Reign, as Sir | 
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ween Elizabeth's days to gain over the Pops 
| to her C cm by IG alterations PL 
in the Liturgie, the ordering the Sacramental Bread 
to be made round in faſhion of a Wafer uſed in the 
time of Queen Mary, the requiring the Table to be 
placed where the Altar ftood, Gre. was attended with 
the Conformity of many who were cordially addited 
to the intereft of the Church of Rome. But great 
multitudes became real Proteſtants, to the admi- 
ration and aſtoniſhment of the Papifts. 


Sir Fraxcis Walfingham's Letter concerning the 
Queen's proceeding againſt both Papifts and Py- 
ritans, may give all ſober perſons fatisfaCtion : for 
thus hewrites : | 


I fend ber Majefties Praceedings to be 
grounded upon two Principles: The one, 
That Conſciences are not to be forced , but 
to be won and reduced by force of Truth, 
with aid of Time, and nſe of all good Means 
of InfiruStiou and Perſwaſions : The other, 
That cauſes of Conſcience , when they ex- 
ceed therr bounds , and grow to be matter 
of Fattions , loſe their nature ; and that 
Soveraign Princes ought difliuGily to pu- 
mfb their Practices and Contempt, though 
caloured with the pretence of — 
| and 
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and Religion. According to theſe Prin- 
ciples, her Majeſty at her coming to the 
Crown utterly diſliking the Tyranny of 
Rome, proceeded againſt the Papiſts, 8&c. 
And for the other Party, which have been 
offenſive to the Eftate, though in another 
degree, which named themſelves Refor- 
mers, and be commonly called Puritans, this 
hath beew the proceeding toward them a 
great while. When they inveighed again$t 
ſuch abuſes in the Church as Pluralities, 
Nonreſidence, and the ihe ; their Zeal 


RJ. was not condemned , onely their Violence 


was ſometime cenſured : when they refuſed 
the: uſe of ſome Ceremonies . and Rites as 


—_ ſuperſtitions, they were tolerated, with much 


conmivency and gentleneſs ; yea, when they 
called in queſtion the Superiority of Biſhops, 
and pretended to a Democracy in the 
Church, yet their Propoſitions. were here 
conſidered, and by contrary Writings deba- 
ted and. diſcourſed : Tet all this while it | 
was perceived that their conrſe was dan- 
gerons, 'and wery popular. As, becauſe 
Papiſtry was odious theretofore, .it was e- 

ver 
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ver in their mouths that they ſought to- 
purge the Church from the Reliques of Pa- 
piſtry; a thing acceptable to the People, 
who love ewer to run from one Extream to 
another. . Becauſe multitudes of Rogues 
and Poverty was an Eye-ſore and a diſlike 
to every mat, therefore they put into the 
WH Peoples: beads, That if Diſcipline were 
planted, there ſhould be no Vagabonds wor 
Beggars : a thing wery plauſible. And in 
like manner, they promiſed the People many 
of the impoſſeble Wonders of their Diſci- 
 pline 3, beſides, they opened to the People a 
way to Government by their Conſiſtory and 


Presbytery ; a thing though in conſequence © © 
BB 70 leſs prejudicial to: the Liberties of Pri- *-.; 


i ces, yet an firſt ſhew wery popular: Newers 
8 theleſs this, except it were in ſome few'that 
entred into. extream Contempt ," was born 
with ," becauſe they pretended in. dutiful 
"manner to make Propoſitions., and. to leave 
i to the Providence of God and the Autho- 
rity of the Magiſtrate... But :now . of late 
years, when there iſſued from them that af- 
firmed 
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wvate men, than to the Soveraionty of Prin- 


94 NoPROTESTANT, bw 
firmed the conſent of the Magiſtrate was 
not to be attended ; when under a pretence | 
of a Confeſſion, to avoid ſlander and int. | 
putations;they combined themſelwes by Clal- 
ſes and Subſcriptions 3 when they deſcen- 
ded into wile and baſe means of defacing 
the Government of the Church:-by ridiculous 
Paſquils ; when they begun to make many 
—_—_ in doubt to take Oaths, which s 

one of the Fundamental parts of Tuſtice in 
this Lumnil, and in all places ; when they | 
began-both t0-vaunt of their ſtrength, 0 
number of their Partiſans ant followers, 
and to uſe Comminations that their Cauſe | 
world -prevail through Uproar . and Vie 
lence : Then it appeared to be no more 
Zeal, no. more Conſcience, but meer Fabii- 
on and Diviſion; and therefore though 
dhe State -were compelled to hold ſomewhat 
# \bhartter banif to reſtrain them than be- 
fore, \get-was-it with as (great moderation 
as #he- peace of the State or "Church conld | 
permit. And therefore, Sir,"to conclude, 


corfider wpright' of theſe matters, and'you 
ſhall fee ber Meeſly is no more « Tempo 


the DISSENTERS Plan. 95% 
rizer in Religion : it 3s not ſucceſs abroad, 
nor the change of Servants dt home, can 


alter ber ; onely as the things themſelves %* 


alter, ſhe applied her religions Wiſdom to 
my ths eas 3 fl re- 
taining the two Rules before-mentioued, in 
dealing tenderly with Conſcience, and yet 
in diſcovering FaGtion from: Conleience, 
and Softneſs from Singularity. 


FAREWEL, 
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And it was the'inſolence'6f this Party, that ne- 
-celſitated the ſevernty of the: Tawsto be exectited 
on them whe -befides þmnm—wrans the Public 

Worſhip, and framing Afſemb/iegand- Pregþyzeries, 
writing againſt the -Lizwrgie and Bifheps un-very 
ſcirrilous Language, - more like. Scu/lzovs than 
"Stholars, -as" CimBilen obſetves ; ſhe pailed thoſe 


'ARts of the > 31d '35-of her Reign ;* which cane 


"Teth their ſtottacks thus to viſGagaitthor ever 
fince. 'She alfo ſer forth @'Proelatnation 
Tueh Scriblers as theſe Authorsmre-; which/tovthe 


uſcfulnels of it-at-this ſeaſon, Thave thoughtworth 
Wy-labour to tranſcribe. 
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away” » ety wh itever T1 

embracing"the Truth, and'apain 

Temptations Babe hg the. Ch 
and" Bea "She enjoy tied her firſt Parlia- 
mentto der of Reli OH withour heat or 
partial affe&ion,” or uſing ai TEproaeanny terms. 
of Papiff or Heretick, to avoid the extreams of 

- Kolatry and'Superffition on Siic hand,, and Con- 
tempt and Trreligion on the other : yet theſe ill 
natured men repreſent her: great Vertues as Vi- 
ces." 

From the Jays of Queen Elizabeth this Church. 
bath continued (theſe are Dr. Burnet's words ) to 
be the Sanituary of all. Forreigner's, and the chief Ob-' 
jeft of the Envy and Hare of the Popiſh£ ureh, 

| a = great wag of the Reformation; and | bath 
wr, cbr the Dae fer on 9 points 
DivineDecrees, inal 7 have broken (þ Ws 1 

% Reformed beyond Sea; But -in theſe ft 
 Divines to'the ror their ſeveral Opinions - 
Nor did fie run on that i en at. he k 


ings crea "as well Oil, we had been out” 
"Hy of 
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ah ets (s be FS) 
he time whey F rewces f | bt» 
oe in. his ſearch the, Doctor diſcovere foe things 
great hmportance. which give-a clearer light into 
beginnings of thoſe Diſeraucs, he ſeth to," 
he this imparttal acc Preface to the nog 
Volume. 7here: were many ; learned and | 
wines iu the begin ping o cen Elizabeth's ror | 
who being, driven. Seas i had obſerved 
the new Models in Geneva wy other places for the. 
cenſuring of por perſons, of mixed Judicato- 
ries of Miniſters aud Laity : Theſe reflefling on the 
great 4's of. He Fane camplained of in King Edward F 
pKa ht Juch a, Plat 2 aa. oy og effettual to 
ks out = like: flare There were alſo ſome. 
few Rites reſerved in the Church, that had been ei- 
ther di in the Primitrue Church; or thoagh brought 
in I ter times ; yet ſeemed of excellent uſe tor ny 


Roman Communion. | The DoCtor adds, Tet theſe 

Divines excepted to thoſe, as compliances with Po- 

þery ; and though. they roſes bo gat Js to 

the Ceremonies themſelves , or doubted of their laip- 

fulneſs, yet were they againitF their continuance, 'ox 

why account, which was indeed. the chief reaſox 
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| ey were continued : but all this Debate "Was 
modeſtly handled, without heat or ſeparation. Af- 
terward ſome of the Courtiers had an eye to the fair 
Manners of the greatef? Sees; and being men of ill 
rempers and lives, and provay of ne Religion, would 
have perſmaded the Queen that nothing could fo u- 
nite the Reformed Churches, as ta bring the Engliſh 
Church to'the Model beyond Sea + and that it would 
| mach inrich the Crown, Fi ſhe took the Revenues of 
Biſhopricks, and Cathedrals into. her hands. . This 
made thoſe who laid to heart the true intereft of the 
Proteſtant Religion, and therefore endeavoured” to 
preſerve the Church in that firong and well-model. 
led frame to which it was brought (particularly the 
Lord Burleigh, the wiſeft Stateſman of that Age, 
and perhaps of any. other ) ſtudy how. to Fig the 


Queen out of intere#? to ſupport it. And they de- 
wor/trated to her, that thoſe new Models would cer-- 
tainly bring with them a great abatement of her Pre- 
rogativ (fv the cancerns of Religion came into 
ular hands, there would be a power ſet up diſtinit 
raw hers, over which ſhe could have no authority. 
This, ſhe perceived well, and therefore reſolved to 
maintain the ancient- government of the Church. 


= 


But by this means it became a matter of intereft; . 
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and, 0 LE lg: which py have been more 


ks 7 Pn get 


J hurch-mex ; ok ut 7n Bills into 0 gn bit 


'gainft Pluralities, Nonrelidences, ard the Exceſſes 


of Spiritual Courts. © But.the Queen being poſſeft 
with this, that the R clement in theſe 


arhich. ſhe was extreamly ſe 
: be thrown out. If the This that py "fach occaſion 


matters tended to. the leſwin 5 of her Auth ority, of 


-t0 th e Malecontented t. tocomplain had been redrel od, ; 


they weeld have bad liutle to work on': Hor theſe 
things furniſhed them with new pear? fit Ge 
Market-To owns alſo berng 16, provide d for , woliattar 


Contributions were” made for, Teftarts : in thoſe: 
places the Lofturers were encrally men that overs. 
F topped. the. Incumbents.1 in Fs and zealous preg: 

Ping; " and dependir on the Fo opl, - for $ ub ance, 
umours cf thoſe who 
commanded the. voluntary C ontributions..” "All theſe 


ere engaged to follow the 


"things tended to the increaſe. of the P arty, which 
Le} its chief growth t0 the ſeandalous maintenance 
of rhe Minilters of great: Towns ,. for og reaſon 
they were ſeldom of great abilities ; and tothe ſcans 
gals gfuen by Pluralicies axd No nreſidences of 6 

thers that were over-provided.. "Tet the Govern- 


went in Croil matters was fo fteady all the Rn 


£ hg that #99 could dy nd great bets after ſhe 


onee 


le, got theſe ; Bills to 
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"once deere her i 1) fo openly and Tefelately 9gats in 
them (N © 
Her pO wing niformity, math 4 ae 
tulent RR xamples, countenancing. the Clergy et. 
petty the Archbiſho op Whitgifr, who wrote: os 
lently m defence of our Church againft the Ohj les 
ft. C. and the fincerity and ae Þ 8: 
Ay and inferiour Officers, preſerved the Fa. 
in peace all her days. If her Succeſſqurs had beld 
i the Reins of Govermiment with the ike Readineſs » 
i hand, the Nation ( how headftrong 7 ne OR £06 
WW never have run into thiſe deſ} ys C rom 
Wh hich nothing &ut the hand of God could | ave ve redes 
Wmed wr | 
HM How the Diſenters behaved cheniſcives i in te 
Wl days of her peaceable Succeſſour King Jorry Es, 11S 
MW manifeit from the Charatter which gave" 
WM tiem after long experience, in both his Clu 
= of Scotland an E neland. They conceived. | 
WH hopes: of his Ro from lis Education in cot- 
WM 72rd; and in the firſt year of his Reign over Eng- 
Wl lard, they framed a Petition inthe: name of 2 
MW thouſand Miniſters for Reformation ; -which was 
Wl anſwered firſt by the Univerſity of Oxford and 
Wl ſecondly by that of Cambridge.. Bur the King 
WH told his Parliament, March 19. 1603. The thirg 
Hl which 7 call a Set rather than Religjon, is the Puri: 
Wl tan and Noveliſt, Jes domot differ from ts in pt 
of. Religjon, as in their confuſed forms of Polity an 
14h ever di Fhandeos with MN reſent Go- 
\ herd orc impatient to' ſuffer any Sel, 
' + whic 
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which makes their Set unable to. be ſuf ſg in i 

well-governed Commonwealth; And in $l 
vepr, Theſe raſb-headed Preachers faith he) #l 
it their honour to contend with Kin £ "and peta 


b Ps 1tans, . very Peſts im the Church and Con 
mona h, whom no deſert can oblige, neither Oath 
roſes 


Lind, CANS vot Peg to Seditin 


aſure, railing 


and Calummies ; ing without 


tithout 


any warrant in the 


1 am here upon my Teſtament, it is wo place fa 


me to bye in, that you ſhall never findwitha a Hi ig 


m_ or Up Feegad greater ingratit 


lyes. and wile Ft” den thay with theſe fie 


ries perick An i er not the Principles of thew 
Prod vow our Land, if you like to fit at reft, except 


them for t our Patience, as S0- 
ft did 4 evil for ene be them a fair 
caring at ZZampton-Court, and ad fiing their Ar- 
ears as weak as their Malice was ſtrong, 


nl by bo Reaſon, and arty by his Authe- 
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ſties a NE 


_ emi Ge Roc 2 ſhew of en | to head them, | 


42S y 


wo Tagen: P. 41, 4, Take d, my Son, ti k 


without Reaſon, a their own ra Lim, 
making he the Square of their 
Conſciences.._ 1 proteſt before the great God, an 


y BE OO of the Laws made. 
by. tis Predeceſlc Tt n, 
hoy FA be all his by 
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any a ron Open Rebellion , which 
2 ended in the utter ruine of King, Church,” and 
ml State. And ſach'a Head it is;  with-all Are 
mn mare op preſent Difſemters 'do'unanis 

ouſly contend for, to the mary bands already 
ed. But if.it ſhall pleaſe God to ſuffer us 
to-yun into the like Confufions a ſecond time; uf 
ter that we have had ſuch fad experience of ſuch 
deceitful men, and' the methods whereby we 


may impute it, but to the ri 
God for our great ingrati nk 
kay wegriowh carr erm as well Temporal as 
Spiritual, which ma juftly cauſe relate; Sn 
| 1 Ay ear tha Nr ke akin reg 
or do in thisour day 2 s por 
to our peace ; 2s of old: 
Jang Riches fats | @ homimm feliares ade 
nitiones ſpernuntur. 
* Bue Lea I have Sons the Prefacers by 
= rags as oe ns —— E, 
e £1725 teme w rtook appears 
ae thet by ts tie whe hey md r. That a Pare» 
chial or Congregational Charch-Goverament is accor- 
ding to the Church of et Jure Divino. 
2. That the Dioceſan or National Government is 
 Jure Humano; And for its particular*form, mut#. 
be: ſuch in all Ages as or Coll Governours ju 
þ —vnroordrern be trocregnn ; 
I in ) 
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were formerly inſnared, I, know: not to- 5 I = 
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Though theſe 'men; can never: perſwade them- 


ſelves that they: have proved:from the Evidence 


produced, either that Dioceſan Epiſcopacy was in 


the ſenſe -of our Reformers' onely Fure Fiumaiig, 
and. not-'ſo much-as Eccleſiaſtical, bur meerly 
Civil; nor: that Parochial and: CongregationaF Of, 
gathered Churches ( whichin # ſtriit notion; arid: 
as.the-»Diſſenters have formerly diſputed about 


de wa areivery diverſe things) are Fare Divine; 
ye. 1 doubt not-bur there are ſuch: /gvoramus's. 


-and: prejudiced. perſons as will jurare in verba Ma 


gifre, and-acquit- the Diſſenters 'of any Plot > 


the eſtabliſhed Ecclefiaſtical Government; 


and belicye all thoſe falſhoods alleadged by them | 
from the abuſed Evidences of the Neceſſary Erudi- 
r-And-Dr. Burnet; thou olrdheiforgery Lammck ; 


which Thave benrd of one that wrote x 


drew it out again, and ſwore that he had the:very 
words from the mouth of the party deceaſed. 
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And yet from wen med nn you may hear 
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them crowing #Yiforia modeſtly 


they think, do they demand: p. r 1. That ws 


Aion of theirs be declared to be the:true Church-if- 


England-principle, and tobe according to the: preſent - 
nts.of our Governours, forthe relief. of tew 


Þ «Conſeiences ; : and that the C regational of | 
ral al Charch-diſcipline be efta d by Law, 


8 being ſo confiſtent with the ancient Conſtitution of 

the Government of this Realm. Thirdly, p.1 3. The 
- oy "oing, the Pw Laws about'C onformity;). aud 
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